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LIFE OF MOHAMMED ALL 



Egypt, if not the parent, may with truth 1 
regarded the foster-mother of science ; it cherished 
the intellectual germ of early timea, and the offshoots 
which sprung and spread therefrom may he justly 
esteemed the first roots of Grecian learning. It was 
the fountiiin-head of philosophy, the source of wisdom; 
and after all its windings and enlargements we may 
still trace the stream of our knowledge to the banks 
of the Nile. In the days of antiquity, this celebrated 
region was the connecting link between India and 
Greece, as it is now between Africa and Asia, 
forming one of the portals to that hitherto impene- 
trable portion of the old continent. Its crumbling 
monuments, its physical features, its geographical 
position, its proverbial fertility, its commercial im- 
portance, combine to render the " land of Egypt" in 
the eyes of the scientific traveller, the statesman, and 
the philanthropist, the most attractive portion of the 
eastern world. 
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Egypt, Migr or Mizraim in Hebrew, Masr in 
Arabic, and Chami or Cherai in Coptic, is generally 
reckoned wilhia the limits of Africa, although several 
geographers have considered it aa physically belonging 
to Asia. It ia bounded on the north by the Mediter- 
ranean, on the east by the little river of Ei Arish, on 
the borders of Palestine and the Syrian or Arabian 
desert, which eitenda from the Mediterranean to 
the Gulf of Suez, and thence southwards by the 
west coast of the Red Sea, and on the west by the 
Libyan desert. To the south its boundary from the 
oldest time has been fixed at the rapids or cataracts 
of Assouan, the ancient Syene, which are formed by 
a number of granite rocks that lie across the bed of 
the river. But the political limits of Egypt have 
extended both in ancient and modern times further 
south along the valley of the Nile into the country 
known by the general name of Nubia. The length 
of Egypt from the cataracts of Syene 24" 8' N, lat. 
to the most northern points of the Delta on the Medi- 
terranean 31° 25', measures on the map about 500 
English miles. The length, however, of the cultivated 
parts of Egypt, or valley of the Nile, is considerably 
greater, owing to the numerous bends of the river, 
which give it a course of about 500 miles from 
Assouan to a few miles north of Kahira or Cairo, 
where the valley terminates : this estimate is esdb 
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aive of the length of the Delta, which b nearly 100 
miles more. The breadth of Egypt is difficult to 
determine. As to its physical boundaries, it may be 
considered to extend from the sborea of the Red Sea 
to the range of hilk which bound the valley of the 
Nile to the west; it may even be extended over the 
western desert as far as the Oases which arc de- 
pendencies of Egypt ; or it may be restricted to the 
breadth of the cultivated land in the valley of the 
Nile and Delia, which are the only parts, excepting 
the Oases, where there is a settled population. 

The present dominions of the ruler of Egypt 
reach on one side to Sennaar and Kordofan, and on 
the other over all Syria to Adana, a part of Cilicia, at 
the foot of Mount Taurus. The Pasha likewise pos- 
sesses the fine island of Candia. In Arabia, he is pro- 
tector of Mecca and Medina, and lord of the Hedjai; 
and enjoys at least as extensive atract of country as any 
of his predecessors of the Fatimite, Ptolemaic, or 
Pharaoh dynasties. His power is founded on a strong 
military force, consisting of between fifty and 
sixty thousand regular troops, the officers of which 
are mostly proud Osmanlees, aliens to Egypt, and 
the soldiers are the sons of the poor, oppressed, de- 
spised Fellahs. No Arab officer, says Planat, is raised 
above the rank of lieutenant. The Osmanlees fill 
likewise the priocipal offices of the government. 
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hardy, frugal, and persercring ; they make excellent 
soldiers; they divest themaelves of old prejudices more 
easily than the Turks, and in their intercourse with 
Europeans they exhibit none of the jealousy and pride 
of tbe latter. Whatever therefore may be the conse- 
quence of Mohammed Ali's reforms, with regard to 
the stability of his dynasty, there is some reason to 
bope that tbe impulse which he has given to the native 
population will not be in vain, and that tbe seeds of 
improvement scattered thus throughout Egypt, will 
spread and fructify in the fullness of time over other 
parts of the Arab world, of which Egypt forms so 
central and so important a portion. 

Without entering on the history of Egypt as an 
independent kingdom, which woidd occupy far more 
space than our confined limits permit, we shall 
commence with tbe period of its conversion into a 
province of the Turkish empire, in the year 1317, 
when Selim I., the Ottoman sultan, defeated the 
Mamelukes* at the battle of Heliopolis, and caused 
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Toman Bey, the laat of their kings, to be hanged at 
Cairo. Sdim abohshed the dynasty, but not the aris- 
tocracy of the Mamelukes ; he even entered into a. 
regular treaty with them, in which he ocknoivledged 
Egypt as a republic, governed by twenty-four Mame- 
luke beys, tributary to him and his successors, who 
appointed a pasha, or governor, to reside at Cairo, 

power, and ennluolly atlaUied it. "The MamelukcB," si>}B Sic 
Walter SiDtt, " were al the period of the Frencli invasion a corps 
of profeucd eoldiere, biting no tnute excepting war. Id this tfacj 
nnenible tbe Janinuiei, the SlielilieB, the PrstuciaD bands, or 
Bimilar militiirf bodies, wliicli conatilutiiig i standing army under 
a despotic goTernmenl, are ulteroalel; the protectors aud Ibe terror 
of the BoTereign, who ii Ihnr nominal lommander. Bnl Ihe peen- 
liar teiture of tbe eoaadtnlion of tbe Mamclukeg vnis, tbu their 
corpi was recruited only by the ailoptioD of foreign slaveB, partieu^ 
larly Gooijlani and CircaBsiwie. These were pnrchaseJ when 
children bj the aeverat beja or Mameluke leadera, vrho, twenij'- 
fouL- in number, occupied each one of the tncuty.four depirtmenls 
into which they b»d divided Egypt, The joHlhfnl slave, purchased 
with a heedful reference to fail strength and penonsi appeacanee, 
was carefully trained to arms in the fflojily of bis maaier. When 
CTcatcd a Mameluke, he was received into the troop of tbe bey, 
and rendered capable of BBCceeiling to him at his death ; (or these 
chiefs das^ied the oi^insrj coaneiioDS of blood, and Ibeir autho. 
ritj WIS, upon military principles, transferied at their death to 

fought always on honcbacli, and in llieir peculiar mode of warfare 
they might he lertnad, individually considered, the flneil cavalry in 
tbe world. Completely armed, and unboundedly eoniidenl in iheir 
•wn proweia, they were intrepid, skilful, and fonnidablo in war; 
but with their military bravery began and ended the catalogue of 
their virtues. Their vicet were unpitying cruelly, ha 
■ton, and the unlimited exercise of tbo most ^mu 
lensualily." 
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This pasha, however, was to make no alterations in 
the system of government without the consent of the 
beys, who might even suspend him from his functions 
if he acted arbitrarily, until the pleasure of the Porte 
should be known. The beya were to elect from their 
own body a Sheikh- el-belled, or governor of the city, 
who was looked upon by the Porte as the chief of the 
republic. In time of war Egypt was to send 12,000 
men to join the Ottoman armies. In other respects 
the republic, that ia to say, the Mameluke aristocracy, 
was to enjoy absolute power over the inhabitants of 
Egypt, levy taxes, keep a military force, raise money, 
and exercise all the rights of sovereignty. 

This treaty was signed in the year 887 of the 
Hegini, a.d. 1517. (Savary, Lettret sur CEgyple, 
vol. ii.) Under this form of government Egypt re- 
mained nominally subject to the Porte, against whose 
authority the Mamelukes often openly revolted, till 
the French invasion of 1798, when Buonaparte, under 
the pretence of delivering Egypt from their yoke, 
took possession of the country. The English sent an 
expedition in 1801 to aid the Porte, which drove away 
the French, and restored the pasha appointed by the 
Sultan. 

The present natives of Egypt consist of, 1. The Copts, 

the supposed descendants of the ancient Egyptians, 

and more certainly the feeble remnant of a once nu- 

werous Cbristian population. 2. TVie ¥e\\aL\\*, ■? 
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compose the bulk of the labouring class, and who are 
supposed to be a mixture of inicieot Egyptians, Ara- 
bians, and Syriaus : they are rigid Moslems. 3. The 
Bedouin Arabs, — the same in chara(^ter, manners, and 
customs that they are everj'ivhere, and apparently 
ever have been, since the days of the Patriarchs: re- 
garding with disdain and proud independence all othi 
classes of mankind, hut more especially those of th< 
own nation who have degraded themselves by taking 
up their abodes within walls. 4. Arabian Greeks ; 
that is, the descendants of the ancient Greek colonists, 
who have lost their ancient language, and speak a kind 
of Arabic. Many of tliem are mariners ; hut, in gene- 
ral, they pursue the inferior and handicraft trades. 
5. Jews. — To these must be added, as iahabitants of 
Egypt, 6. Syrians, Greeks, and Maronites, who have, 
within the last century, greatly increased in number, 
aud have proved successful rivals of the Copts and 
Jews, as merchants and agents. 7. Armenians. 
S.Turks. S.Franks. 10. Mamelukes. 11. Mog- 
grebins or Western Arabs. 12. Ethiopians and other 
Africans. To ascertaiu the respective numbers of 
these different divisions of the population, with any 
precision, is next to impossible ; but the following 
may be regarded, perhaps, as a sufficient approxi- 
mation, to give some idea of their relative prCK 
portion : — 
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7,500." 
1, amounting to 



Orer this heteroger 

probably three milhons of souls, the sceptre 
wielded by one of the moat extraordinary persons to 
be found in Mohammedan liistory — one, whose impos- 
ing address, restless activity, enterprising spirit, and 
above all, whose superiority to national and religious 
prejudices, justly entitled to be regarded amongst the 
most energetic — the greatest Moslem princes that ever 
fought for, and achieved that summit of ambition — 
sovereign rule. 

Mohammed Ali was bom at Cavalla, ia ftoume- 
lia, a district of Albania, in the year 1769 t {of the 
Hegira, 1 182), the son of Ibrahim Aga, chief of the 
guard for the security of the public roads^. Losing 

• These delaili ara laken from CopJer"! Modtrn Travollpt. 

f 1709 «a> productive dF diatingaishcd men. NupoleDti, Wel- 
llDgton, sod Mohammed Ali, were all horn in that jea. 

t In 1 convemitiDn which Mr. Barker, late British Contul Oea- 
mi in Egjpt, held with MDhmomed Ali, the Pasha, Mr. Darl 
relatee, couclmieil by obterring, "I niU tell you a alary; 



his father in early life, he was taken into the hi 
the governor of Cavalla, and commenced his fortunate 
career by assisting his patron in collecting the taxes. 
On one occasion the inhabitants of a village refused 
payment, and rose in rebellion ; but Mohammed, at 
the head of a few men, hastily equipped, soon checked 
the spirit of insubordination nhicit had arisen. This 
resolute step procured for him the rank of a boulovle- 
ba»hi, aud a rich wife, a relation of his patron, the 
governor, by whom he had three sous, Ibrahih, I 
ToussouN.and IsMAEL. With the aid of the money I 
thus acquired, and by means of his family connexions, 
Mohammed became a dealer in tobacco, a buainesa 
which he continued to pursue with some success, until 

m» bom in > villsgo id Albtmb, and my hlher had ten cLililrcu, 
beddce me, vho aro all de&d ; bat, nhile living, not one of them 
ever conlndicted ms. Although 1 left m; nilive motiDIunn before 
1 Btlaincd to manhood, the priacipnl people in the pUce never look 
an; ttep in Iho husincu oF Iho csmrauno, without proYiouBlj 
inquiring what wu my pleasure. I came lo thi« cornitiy an obecore 
advcQluter, nnd when I wai yet bnt a Bitabaihi (captain), it hap- 
pened one Aij Iliat the commiBsarv had la give each nf the Blm. 
bBihie a tent. The)' wen all mj leniors, and nntnrally pnlended 
la a praferenca over roe ; but the offlcenaid, — ' Stand jou all bj; 
IhU ;outh, Mahammed All, shall be seived finl.' And I lom 
■ervid flnt ; and I adrinced >tep b; step, as it pleased God to 
ordain I and now here I am " — (losing a little on hia leat, and 
looking oDt of the window which wag >t his elbow, and eommuided 

a mailer," — (glineing hii eye at lbs roU eoDlainlDg the Imperial 
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an event occurred which called him to fulfil a higher 
destiny, On the invasion of Egypt by the French, the 
governor of Cavalla was required by the Porte tofurnlsh 
hia contingent, amounting to 300 men ; the command 
of which he gave his son, with whom Mohammed was 
sent as a kind of Mentor. Tlie young man however, 
diagUHted with the service, aoon after landing in Egypt 
quitted the army, and returned home, leaving the 
direction of bis contingent to Mohammed, who there- 
upon assumed ihe title of bimbashi. In the first battle 
in vthich he nas engaged against the division of the 
French, under General Lagrange, he lost the grealer 
part of his men ; but bis spirited conduct attracted 
the attention of the Capitan Pasha, who selected him 
to head an attack upon the fort in which the French 
bad posted themselves. During the night he aiic- 
ceeded in getting within the in trench me nts, ready to 
storm as soon as the daylight should appear ; but in 
the morning it was discovered that the French had 
evacuated the works. This bloodless enterprise raised 
him, however, another step. In the subsequent cam- 
paign against the Mamelukes, the viceroy, Koursouf 
Pasha, gave Mohammed the command of a division 
under Yousef Bey, who, being completely beaten, 
accused his ofGcer of misconduct or disaSection. 
The Viceroy, exaaperaled, determined to send Mo- 
hammed into exile, and with ithis intention, ordered 
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him to appear before him at night ; hut Moham- 
med, not unacquainted with the ohject of such 
private interviews, in answer, demanded pay for 
himself and his Goldiers, adding, that he would wait 
upon him with his troops next morning, in hroad 
daylight, A few days afterwards the Viceroy was 
himself driven from the capital by the Alhanian», 
under Taher Pasha, who for a short time assumed the 
reins of government; but on his inviting the Mame- 
lukes into Cairo, he was assassinated by the Turks. 
From that moment Mohammed Ali commenced a 
series of intrigues with the Turks, the Mamelukes, and 
Albanians, making each and all of them altematelj 
his instruments, either as allies, or enemies, as beit 
suited his ulterior views, but always using his influ- 
ence, and generally with success, in appeasing sedition. 
For his services in this respect, he n as rewarded by an 
imperial firman with the dignity of Pasha. The 
whole army was at this time deeply in arrears of pay, 
and Khourschid, the new Viceroy, had made himself 
universally unpopular by his exactions. What share 
Mohammed Ali had in fomenting this dissatisfaction 
does not appear; but so it happened, or was contrived, 
that the people, headed by the Sheikhs, the officers 
generally, and the army, declared that they would no 
longer be governed by Khourschid, and called upon 
Mohammed to be their ruler, entreating feiisi.Vi'i-a.''* 



I 
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Egypt from rebellion and bloodshed, and to preserve 
an important province of the Turkish empire. With 
apparent reluctance he acceded to their urgent solici- 
tations, and proceeded to besiege the Viceroy, who 
had shut himself up with his followers in the castle 
of Cairo. In the meanwhile Kourschid endearoured 
to strengthen himself by inviting the dangerous as- 
sistance of the Mamelukes, and was making prepara- 
tions to lake the field against the wily Albanian, when 
the Capitan Pasha unexpectedly cast anchor before 
Alexandria, and forthwith sent orders to the Viceroy to 
place the citadel into the hands of Mohammed, and to 
repair, in person, without delay, to his head-quarters 
on the sea-coast. Kourschid obeyed ; and, after a hrief 
period of service in other parts of the Turkish empire, 
lost his life. But the Sublime Porte, unwilling that 
any one interest should obtain the ascendancy in 
Egypt, deierrained now to support the Mameluke 
beys, who were about to try the fortune of war 
agaiuat their old enemy, -the Albanian chief, and a 
Capitan Pasha was accordingly despatched, with in- 
structions to assist Elfy Bey in his endeavours to 
assume the viceregal mantle ; but all proved unavail- 
ing; and the Sultan, perceiving himself on the eve of a 
war with Itussla, at length forwarded secret orders 
to the Capitan to make the best terms he could with 
the usurper, and to leave him in possession of the 
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viceroyalty. Shortly after, an imperial firman, 
constituting Mohammed Ali, Viceroy, an-iyed, and 
the Pasha found himself master of Egypt. Hia 
first step was to march against the Mamelukes, and 
to attack them in Upper Egj'pt, where he defeated a 
large body of their troops, and was preparing to 
pursue his advantage by their utter annihilation, 
when he received despatches from Turkey, aimouneing 
the commencement of hostilities between the Porte 
and Bn gland. 

The unfortunate expedition of the English in 1807^- 
which immediately followed, did Mohammed thfl 
service of putting the important port of Alexandria 
into his hands. There would have been no diffi- 
culty in our retaining possession of it, but it was 
deemed a wise measure to give up the town and har- 
bour to Mohammed Ali, instead of the Porte ; hia hands 
thus became strengthened, — commerce flourished, the 
revenues were augmented, and the genera! prosperity 
of the country rapidly advanced by tlie liberal policy 
which he continued after the example of the English, 
and which there is reason to believe, he did the more 
readily at the recommendation of the English viee- 
consul. The Pasha's authority was very far, however, 
from being yet established. A remnant of the Mame- 
lukes still survived ; and at once to propitiate the 
Porte, and to secure bis own position, AtoWn^-^sx)^ 
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resolved on their extermination — an act aa uojiuti- 
fiable in principle as it naa beneficial in conse- 
quences. 

Jealoua of the power of the Mamelukes, and foiled 
hy them in liis schemes of ambition, he determined to 
rid himself, at " one fell swoop," of the whole body of 
Egypt's chivalry. Accordingly, on the 1st of March, 
1811, he invited them all to a festival, to he celebrated 
in the citadel, in honour of the investiture of his 
favourite son Toussoun, upon whom the dignity of a 
Pasha of the second order had been conferred. They 
accepted the invitation, little suspecting- the treachery 
that awaited them, Mohammed received his guests 
with the greatest affability. They were presented 
with coffee, and he conversed with them individnaiiy 
witli apparent openness of heart and serenity of coun- 
tenance. The procession was ordered to move from 
the citadel along a passage cut out in the rock : the 
Pasha's troops marching first, followed by the Mame- 
luke corps, mounted on their steeds splendidly capari- 
soned, and arrayed in their gayest apparel. As soon, 
however, as they had passed the gate, it was shut 
behind them, while the opposite end of the defile being 
also closed, they were caught as it were in a trap, and 
the whole body, amounting to several hundreds, thus 
hemmed in on all sides, were exposed to a murderous 
fire from companies of soldiers concealed in the ram- _ 
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parts. The wretched men had neither the means of 
escape, nor of selling dearly their lives. 

" Ausaitot les troupes fsays Mengin) eurent ordre 
d'arr&ter parlout les Mamloults : ceux que Von prenait 
^taient conduits dcvaut le Kiaya-bey, et decapil&s a 
I'instant meme. Bcaucoup d'individus Strangers a 
cette scene perirent malgre leur innocence, tant le 
soldat etait anime au carnage. Le cadavre de Chahyn- 
bey fut traine 9a et U, la corde au cou. La citadelle 
ressemblait i une arene ensanglantee : les morts mu- 
tiles encotubraient lea passages. On voyait partout 
des chevaux richement hamaches, etendus a c6t€ de 
leurs maitres, dca says pereea de balles, des annes 
brisees et des vetemens couverta de sang : toutes ces 
depouiiles devinrent la proie des soldata. On com- 
ptait le matin quatre cent soixante-dix Mamlouka k 
cheval ; nu! d'entre enx n'echappa au massacre." For 
several days the greatest alarm and disorder reigned 
throughout Cairo ; the shops were all closed — the 
streets deserted. The town had the appearance of a 
place taken by assault, and robberies and excesses of the 
most frightful description were committed with impu- 
nity, by a lawless soldiery. At length, after no less 
than 500 houses had been pillaged, Mohammed 
thought proper to descend from the citadel, and at the 
head of his guard, and by the adoption of measures of 
great severity, he succeeded in staying the tax-aw^ii- 
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Throughout tlie provinces the same treacherous mea- 
sures were pursued by the instructions of the Pasha, 
and every Mameluke that could he found was put to 

Mohammed was now free to turn the undivided 
attention of his ambitious mind to the aspect of affura 
\a Arabia, whither his son, Toussoun Pasha, had 
gone to take the command of the army against the 
Wahabees. Toussoun had already obtained consider- 
able success, and had acquired possession of the city 
of Medina, the keys of which Mohammed forwarded 
to the Sultan, with large presents of money, jewels, and 
other valuable articles. The Paslis now also deemed it 
time to pay his devotions at the shrine of Mecca, and 
accordingly made a voyage across the Red Sea. At 
Jeddab, be was received by the Shereef Ghaleb with 
all kindness, hospitality, and respect ; in return for 
which, either stimulated by avarice, or by the dis- 
covery or suspicion of treachery, he secretly ordered 
his son Toussoun to seize and convey the Shereef to 
Cairo, while he plundered his palace of immense 
treasures, a. portion of which he sent to the Porte; 
but the Divan, displeased at the nefarious transaction, 
returned its share to Ghaleb, who, however, had been 
sent to some unhealthy spot, where he sickened and 
died. The various incidents of the Arabian war are 
devoid of sufficient interest to merit a minute detail. 
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Suffice it to observe that the Egyptian forces under 
Tonssoim did not follow up the early successes of the 
campaign, and were much reduced iu number and in 
spirit when Mohammed Ali himself assumed the 
command. His pTeseuce soon restored confidence, 
and the victory of Basille opened, at the close of the 
year 1815, a flattering; prospect of ultimate snccesB 
to the Pasha, 

Napoleon's return from Elba recalled Mohammed 
Ali to Egypt, to oppose any further views the French 
might project against his pashalic. From the scanty 
remains of the Mamelukes he had nothing to fear; 
and their former allies, the Bedouin Arahs, were 
daily coming in to throw themselves on his clemency. 
Among the most powerful was Sheik Abon Koraim, 
who had arrived in Cairo to claim the protection of 
Ibrahim, in his father's absence, and had brought 
with him a present of forty-five horses. Mohammed, 
however, had not the magnanimity to forgive hia 
former foe, and the ill-fated sheik lost his head. 

Soon after his return to Egypt, about July 1815, 
the Pasha attempted to put in execution a cherished 
project, the training of his troops after the European 
system, and commenced with those under the com- 
mand of his youngest son, Ismael. The soldiers 
murmured and called him Pasha of the Gaiours, and 
the officers not being better disposed towards tWoe 
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netr duties a inutiuy ensued. Mohammed, attended by 
Abdim Bej, took shelter in the citadel. Cairo was 
the scene of anarchy and plunder; and althougli the 
viceroy succeeded in restoring order, it wan with the 
understanding that the obnoxious regulations should 
be abandoned. Soon after this the Pasha suffered a 
grievous affliction by the death of his third son, 
ToussDon, who fell a victim to the plague, and was 
succeeded in the command of the army by his 
brother, Ibrahim. This gallant soldier, who has since 
played so conspicuous a part in Eastern affairs, soon 
completely subdued the Wahabees, and returned in 
triumph to Cairo, on which occasion Mohammed 
himself received rich presents from the Grand 
Signer, and compliments on his splendid victories. 
The viceroy now directed his attention to the south, 
and resolved on bringing the whole country on each 
side of the Nile, as far as Sennaar, under his subjec- 
tion. Accordingly, in June 1820, he sent an army 
of three thousand men under his son Ismael, who, 
after some hard fighting, obtained possession of the 
capital. In the course of the following year, a rein- 
forcement of an equal number of troops arrived, 
under the command of the Defterdar Bey, (a son-in- 
law of Mohammed,) and the expedition was perfectly 
successful ; the conquest of the extensive countries, 
hich in the reign of Candace repulsed the formida- 
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ble legioas of Rome, being effected at the expense of 
not more than 200 soldiers. It proved fatal, how- 
ever, to the young conqueror, whose general conduct 
had obtained for him a high character for humanity , 
and good faith. J 

Ismael fell a. victim to the revenge of the sheik of 
a. village on whom he had iufltcted a blow. The hut, 
in which he and his suite had taken up their quarters 
for the night, was surrounded with dried logs of wood 
and straw whilst they were asleep, and set on iire. 
They attempted to force their way out, and killed 
several of their besiegers, but were eventually overcome 
by the smoke and heat, and all, excepting one at- 
tendant, thus miserably perished. Defterdar Bey 
devoted twenty thousand heads as a sacrifice to tbe 
manes of Ismael. I 

Mohammed Ali had commenced carrying inM' 
execution his plan of remodelling the Egyptian army, 
immediately after the departure of the Defterdar 
Bey for Seiinaar, For ihis purpose he ordered a 
camp to be formed at Esneh, (afterwards removed 
to Assouan,) where a kind of military school was 
established, to which lie directed all his own Mame- 
luke attendants, as well as those of his principal 
officers, to repair, appointing one of his most devoted 
adherents its commandant, and giving him 
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instructor. Monsieur Seve*, formerly a colonel in 
the French service, and aide-de-camp to Marshal 
Nej, who had been recotnnieiided to him by the 
French consulj M. Drovetti. 

tion of the camp at Assouan, on the 
of Upper E)fypt, was chosen, in order 
stitutioQS of the Blacks, who hnd been 
taken prisoners by the army of Senuaar, and who 
were now formed into regular battalions. To these 
were added gradually a number of Fellahs or Egyp- 
tian Arabs, who either enlisted voluntarily, or were 
levied by thecachefs of villages. The army was formed 
on the French model, and divided into regiments of 
five battalions of 800 men each. This organisation 
(which has since undergone some modification) waa 
considered as the best calculated for the kind of war- 
fare in which the Egyptian army was, in the first 
instance, likely to be engaged, each regiment forming 
aa it were a small corps d'armee, that could be 
employed separately under its own colonel. By this 
plan also a saving was etfected in the stafT and 
superior officers, who in the outset were difficult to 
he met with, Mohammed Ali soon discovering that 
the most perfect chiboukdgee oftentimes made but 
an indifferent cheF'de-bataillon. 

* Colouel Sen i) now Solymaa Puiha. 
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In the course of three years six regiments were 
completed, making an army of twenty thousand men. 
The soldiers (the drudgery of learning the elements 
of their profession over) soon took a liking to their 
new life, nbich they found was not one of greater 
labour than that to which they had been brought up i 
bnt the Turkish officers regretted much their former 
Otium cum dignitate, and adopted their new costume 
with a very bad grace. IbraJiiin Pasha did all in his 
power to overcome this Mohammedan repugnance to 
inarch fornard in the road of innovatiou, himself 
setting an example of the most perfect submission to 
the directions of the Frank instructors, and holding 
out rewards to those who should soonest make them- 
selves masters of European tactics. But prejudice has 
too strong a hold of the present generation of Turks to 
be easily shaken, and the instructions of the officei's did 
not keep pace by any means with those of the soldiers. 

Seve went through his difficult task with great 
judgment and perseverance. He studied the different 
dispositions of his pupils : he talked to tbem in 
broken Turkish, laughed at their rich saddles and 
bridles, and told them how a handful of French 
infantry had defeated their numerous and brilliant 
Mameluke cavalry. Once, on the occasion of a platoon 
firing, a ball whistled past his ear. Without noticing 
this, " You are a set of awkwanA fe\\Er«%i' trwJi.V*! 
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prime, aud load ag-aio — present — fire." No ball 
was heard to whialle this time. This trait of coolnesB 
and self-command won hira those proud hearts. They 
became more familiar, courted his company, and by 
degrees forgot their prejudices. 

When the regiments were pronounced to be in a 
fit BtAte to take the field, (1824,) one proceeded as 
before mentioned to relieve the force occupying 
Sennaarand Cordosan, and another was despatched to 
reinforce the troops that had been left for the protec- 
tion of the pashalic of Mecca : the Wahabees 
having again taken the field, and drawn near the 
shores of the l!ed Sea. In this quarter hostilities 
soon commenced, the Wahabees despising the 
new levee sent against them, bo differently equipped 
from the splendidly attired troops with whom they 
had hitherto been engaged, quitted their strong posi- 
tions, with the intention of surrounding and cutting 
to pieces these pitiful adversaries. They had soon 
cause, however, to regret the fiery coursers and gaudy 
trappings of their old opponents. The Egyptian in- 
fantry behaved with great steadiness and gallantry, 
and obtained a complete victory. Such is the supe- 
riority of discipline, however slight, over mere brutal 
force, however great.* 
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Such was the progress which had been made ia the 
political regeneration of Egypt under its present ruler 
at the commencement of 18-24, and one of the earliest 
results of which was the Egyptian expedition against 
the Greeks, Urged by the pressing entreaties of the 
Sultan, and tempted, perchance, by the promise for 
his son Ibrahim of the pashalic of the Morea, Mo- 
hammed undertook to prop up the tottering empire of 
the Crescent. With this view, he collected about 
17,000 troops at Alexandria, and placed them under 
the command oflbrahim, who reached the classic shores 
of Greece early in the year 1825, and within less 
than three months made himself master of the for- 
tresses of Old aod New Navarin, defeated the Greeks 
in three general actions, and marched his victorious 
forces across the Morea to the very gates of Nauplia. 
The remainder of the year was devoled to the reduc- 
tion of the Morea ; and early in the ensuing spring 
Ibrahim crossing over to the Koumelia laid siege to 
Missolonghi, of which he obtained possession after 
a protracted investment of three months, and at an 
enormous cost of human life. The history of the 
siege is well known : the two outposts of Anaholica 
and Vassiladi were first taken by force, and the 
garrison, spared by Ibrahim, sent to Arsa. Misso- 
longhi was now closely pressed. The Greeks rainly 
asked to be allowed to evacuate the place 
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arms and baggag'e. They then, after having' 
uii<lermii)ed part of the town, as a last resource 
of despair, determined to tr^ and cut their way, sword 
in hand, through the besiegers' lines. They formed 
themselves into three columns; the first passed with 
only the loss of eleyen men ; the second lost thirty, 
but the third, being more eneumhered with women 
and childreD, failed in the attempt, and were driven 
back to the town, which the Egyptians entered along 
with them. A dreadful scene of slaughter ensued. 
The Greeks fought from the windows and from 
behind the walls for four hour!:. Several families 
having retired into the houses undermined, blew 
themselves up with many of their enemies. The 
remainder were taken, and those found with arms in 
their hands were put to death. Migsolonghi was 
nothing but a vast heap of ruins and dead bodies 
of Christians and Mussulmans mixed tog'ether. 

The events which followed need not be dwelt upon. 
Greece again bent to the Mussulmans' yoke, and 
the Egyptian army, having fulfilled its task in the 
Morea, was about to be transported to some other 
part of the theatre of war, when the parties to the 
triple alliance interfering, the battle of Navarino 
occurred, and in September 1828, Ibrahim, shorn of 
IS conquests, returned to Egypt. 
The war in Syria, which originated in the jealousy 
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of the Sultan, broke out soon after, and opened a new 
field of aclion for the ambition of Mohammed Ali, and 
the military genius of his son. A quarrel had arisen 
between the Paaha of Egypt and Abdallah, Pasha of 
Saida, regarding certain pecuniary transactions, and 
the protection which Abdallah had afforded to some 
Arab slaves who had taken refuge in hia pashalic. 
Mohammed, emboldened by the insurrection in Bos- 
nia, and the disturbances in other parts of the empire, 
of which he is himself accused of being the fomentor, 
threatened, unless justice were done him, to have 
recourse to arms, and, by marching on Acre, to inflict 
chastisement on Abdallah. " To avoid the dilemma,'' 
says St. John, " in which such a proceeding would 
have placed him, and also in some degree to control 
Ihe movements of his dangerous vassal, the Sultan, 
fully occupied in suppressing rebellions in the Euro- 
pean provinces, appeared to coincide with his views, 
and sent out the Captain Pasha with a fleet, apparently 
to act in concert with him. But when the various mea- 
sures for securing the object of the campaign were 
arranged, and the fleet had already arrived at Rhodes, 
news of the suppression of the insurrection in Bosnia 
— which afterwards proved to be unfounded — relieved: _ 
the Sultan from his panic. He therefore set thffii| 
Pasha at defiance, and recalled bis fleet. Immediatelj* 
upon this, though the year was drawing near its.. I 



cioae, aad the season most unfavourable fur such an 
undertaking, the Pasha pushed forward all necessary 
preparations for the expedition ; and to the dismay of 
Mahmood, Ibrahim had already disembarked in 
Syria, before the imperial messenger, despatched from 
Constantinople with orders to suspend operations, 
could arrive at Alexandria. Thus the war, which 
was to terminate in the dismemberment of the empire 
and the humiliation of the tiuUan, was commeDced 
under imperial auspices." 

When the Turkish envoy reached Alexandria, 
Mohammed affected the utmost deference for the orders 
of the Divan ; but observed that the expedition had 
Bailed, that operations had commenced, and that if his 
Excellency would tarry awhile, he should shortly hear 
back to his sovereign the keys of Acre. But the am- 
hassador, an able diplomatist, at once fathoming the 
ambitious projects of the Pasha, demanded what it was 
he desired from the Porte. " To keep what I have," 
replied Mehemet. " In a few days Acre will be mine. 
If the Sultan consent that I shall keep it, I will stop 
there ; if not, I will take Damascus, There again, 
if Damascus be granted me, I will stop ; but if not, 
I will take Aleppo. And if the Sultan will not then 
consent — who knows? — Allah kerim — 'God is 
merciful.' '' On his return to Constantinople, the 
envoy coun>wlled Mahmood to concede what the 
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Huha required ; but, like most faithful counsellors, J 
he grievously ofiended the Sultan, and was thrown 
into prison. 

It was oow evident that the fate of arras must 
decide between Turkej and its rebellious vassal ; but 
the Sultan, who had by no means anticipated such aa 
event, bad to begin his preparations while the Pasli& 
was in fact couqueriag Syria. Tripoli had already 
fallen into the possession of the Arabs; Acre b 
invested ; and a battle gained at Zera over Osman 
Pasha. Still, however, the spring was advancing, 
and with it the vast efforts of the Sultan to take the 
field. It became therefore necessary to Mohammed to 
vigorously urge forward the siege of Acre, and thus 
gain possession of the key to Egypt on the land side, 
and the first step towards the subjugation of Syria. 
This was at length aeuumplished, (in May 1832,) 
after a gallant struggle on the part of the Turkish 
garrison, commanded by the chivalrous Abdallah 
Pasha. Ibrahim proceeded on his march, and on the 
14th June Damascus surrendered, without the sem- 
blance of resistance, ITience the Egyptian general 
advanced against the Turkish forces, which had at 
length taken the field, and were concentrated at 
Hamah, where it was understood they had formed an 
entrenched camp. Having passed the sources of the 
Orontes, Ibrahim took up his position on the eastern 
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shore of Lake Tatli Gukul, two hours and a-ha)f 
south of the plaius of Horns, so faraoua as the 
scene of many a contest. Here, in ancient times, 
Zenobia contended with Aurelian, and made her last 
vigorous efforts against the domination of Rome ; 
and here, too, was now to be fought the first 
of those battles which were to decide the fate 
of Syria. On the 7th July, before the army 
had eommenoed its march, Ibrahim Aga, com- 
mander of the Bedouin cavalry, being encamped 
in advance of the regular troops, discovered the 
enemy approaching. They consisted of about twenty- 
five thousand men, infantry and horse, commanded 
by the governor of Aleppo, and eight inferior pashas. 
Ibrahim immediately drew out his troops in order of 
battle. On the right wing were stationed two regi- 
ments of regular cavalry ; the infantry, with six pieces 
of cannon, forming the centre ; and other regiments 
of cavalry, with the redoubtable Bedouin horse, con- 
stituting the left wing. The Turks advanced in 
three columns. The action commenced with vigour 
and great spirit on both sides ; but the fury and 
impetuosity of the Arabs wei'e an overmatch for their 
opponents, who were driven with fearful slaughter 
from the field, their whole tents, ammunition, artillery, 
and provisions, falling into the hands of the con- 
querors. The immediate results of this signal victory 
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were the surrender of Horns and Aleppo, and the 
occupation by Ibrahim, after another euccessful battle 
at Bylan, of Scanderoon and Antiocb. After the last 
defeat, the Ottoman forces fell back in the greatest 
confusion upon Kooiah, which during the whole war 
had been the point where tbe Turkish troops bad 
been concentrated; and here tbe Grand Vizir — who 
had superseded Hussein Pasha in the cooimand of 
the army — collected a formidable force in order lo 
march upon Syria. But the ever'active Ibrahim did 
not await his coming. Forcing the passes of Mount 
Taurus, he descended into tbe vast plains of Asia 
Minor, and advanced by tbe direct road to Koniab, 
nUch was about lo give name to a. battle of the most 
momentous importance, fought on the I9th December 
1832. The armies brst came in contact at Akshehr, 
the Turkish vanguard encountering a party of tbe 
Bedouin cavalry who had been stationed there. The 
battle was hotly contested, and the Turks displayed a 
more obstinate valour than on any preceding occa- 
sion ; a circumstance which may be accounted for by 
the greater number of regular troops engaged — by 
the attachment of tbe soldiers to the Grand Vinr— 
and lastly, by the courage and talent of the comman- 
der himself. But tbe combat was more destructive 
than lasting, terminating in the total discomfiture of 
tbe Ottomans, and tbe capture of the Grand V\ii^. 
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No victory during the war had been more deciBive 
— none so complete. The road to ConstantiDople 
was now clear, and Ibrahim loat no time in adyancing 
towards it. 

While these events of his army were occurring in 
such quick succession, Mohammed did not allow his 
navy to remain inactive. His fleet, augmented by 
his activity to a very formidable force, but still much 
inferior to that of the Sultan, set sail from Egypt 
early in the spring, and though the naval campaign 
was productive of no general action, Mohammed 
attained his object of embarrassing his opponent, and 
preventing the supply of provisions and munitions of 
war to the Ottoman army in Syria. Six small vessels 
of the enemy fell into the hands of the Egyptians, and 
two of the Pasha's corvettes were captured by the 

To return, however, to Ibraliim and his victories. 
The news of the battle of Koniah, and the advance of 
the victor upon the capital, spread consternation in 
the Porte ; and its government, as if stupiGed by 
the blow, displayed no energy or spirit to meet the 
approaching cou sequences. The Czar, however, 
having proflered aid, the Russian general, Muravieffi 
as well as Halif, late Captain Pasha, were despatched to 
Alexandria to treat for an armistice : which the Vice- 
roy at once acceded, and sent immediate instructions 
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to Ibrahim to stop hia march until further orders. 
Prior, however, to the receipt of this intelligence, 
the Egyptian commander had pushed on his advanced- 
guard towards Brouaaa, and the fears of the Sultan 
had induced him, on the 2nd February, to apply to 
Rusaia for aid, both by sea and by land. With this, 
his ambitious ally readily complied, and a fleet from 
Sebastopo sailed for the BoRphorus, on the 20th 
February, to defend the passage from Asia into 
Europe ; but before its arrival, the favourable news 
came from Alexandria, and the Russian squadron, in 
consequence, retired to Sizopoli, the nearest harbour 
to the channel of Constantinople, in readiness to act as 
circumstances might require. Tn this state of affairs, a 
treaty, framed under the advice of Admiral Roussin, 
the French ambassador, was forwarded to Mohammed 
Ali for his acceptance, offering the vassalage of the 
districts of Acre, Jerusalem, and Tripoli ; but, on the 
8th March the Viceroy returned a decided refusal 
of the proposals ; and at the same time he de- 
spatched orders to advance to Ibrahim, who imme- 
diately concentrated bis forces, and pushed on from 
Kintukia. Constantinople was, once more, in dismay. 
The Russians hastened to its protection and landed, 
to the number of 20,000 men, under Count Orloff, at 
Scutari, on the Asiatic side of the Strait, where they 
encamped between Ibrahim and the Uosphorus. Tq 
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avert the dangers which threatened him on both 
sides, the Sultan, fearful alike of ihe presence of the 
Russian as of the Egyptian, was induced to grant 
Mohammed a portion of his demands, and authorized 
M. Varennes to proceed to Ibrahim's head-quarters 
with an offer of the Pashalic of Aleppo, la additioQ to 
the Vassalage of Acre, Jerusalem, and Tripoli ; but 
the Arabian General insisted immovably on receiving 
likewise the district of Adana, a demand with which 
Mahnioud found it at last necessary to comply. Mili- 
tary operations in Asia Minor between Russia and 
Egypt would only have thrown him more completely 
into the power of the former. On the 6th May, 
therefore, he gave up Adana, and solemnly confirmed 
it, together with the whole of Syria, to the Pasha, 
granting at the same an amnesty to all its inhabitants, 
for the conduct which they might have followed 
during the expedition of Ibrahim. The Viceroy was 
now master from the limits of Asia Minor to the 
mouth of the Nile, and had shown that at his pleasure 
he could make the Sulfan tremble within the walls of 
the Seraglio, To Russia, these events were not 
unproductive of considerable advantage. A convention 
between the Czar and the Sultan resulted — the cele- 
brated treaty of the 8th July, so well known as that 
of Unkiar Skelessi, a treaty of reciprocal defence; by 
■ which the former stipulated to aid the Porte in sup- 
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pressing all disturbances, and tbe Sultan consented 
to shut the Dardanelles, in particular circumstances, 
against all other nations. England aud France 
plained that such a treaty should have been concluded 
without their concurrence ; each of them had a 
fleet near the Sea of Marmora : but their 
stranees were unheeded, and their fleets returned. 

These events occurred during the early part of the 
year 1833, and the pacificati 
Alexandria with striking di 

" After the conclusion of peace," : 
in his highly interesting work, 
Palmyra," " Ibrahim repassed Mi 
halted at Adana, and employe 
in fortifying the passe 
strengthening his newly acquired frontier. The 
Syrian people were dazzled by his rapid and brilliant 
success. They formed great espectalions from the 
language of the addresses which he had distributed 
among them, and from the general reports that were 
circulated of a better state of things arising under 
the government of Mohammed Ali than under the 
old system. The tyranny, the oppression, and the 
indolence of local governors, would n 
be eSectually annihilated ; the sanguinary wars pro- J 
mo ted by rival pashas, and the pillage and dcvasta^l 
tion of the country, would give way to tranquill 
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and happiness under a strong government, which would 
extend equal protection to all. The too sanguine 
hopes of the Syrians were, however, soon most miser- 
ably disappointed. The principle that the chief aim 
of the government ought to be to promote the 
interest and happiness of those committed to its 
charge, is not received hy Mohammed Ali any more 
than by other Eastern governors, and the lightening 
of the burdens of the people, and affording security 
to property, comported, not at all, with his ambitious 
views and designs. 

" The Syrians still possessed property to be seized, 
and there was still some small rural population left 
which would serve the Pasha for soldiers, of which he 
stood in great need. The fair promises, therefore, 
which had been made were not intended to be 
realized ; nor was the language of the addresses a 
true exposition of the jiriticiples upon which the 
Pasha intended to conduct the government of tlie 
country. The addresses were distributed when a 
powerful army was ia front, and a doubtful popula- 
tion in the rear, lliey were issued to calm the 
minds of the excited, and to inspire confidence in the 
new government. Peace however being concluded, 
and the frontier fortified against an attack from the 
Turks, the real designs of Mohammed Ali were very i 
shortly unfolded. 
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" The ambition and grasping propeniitiea of this 
potentate had extended his dominion to the north, 
east, and south of Egypt. His troops were already 
in the occupation of Sennaar, and were pushed on to 
the confines of Abyssinia. In the Hedjaz he was 
engaged in a difficult and expensive war with the 
Wahahee Arabs; and on the Syrian frontier he was 
constructing stations and fortresses, and establishing 
garrisons, to protect bis newly -acquired dominions 
from the attempts of the Ottoman Porte. To sup- 
port all these operations men and money were 
required, and they were shortly exacted with a mer- 
ciless rigour. The hopes of the Syrians were 
blasted, and the language of the Pasha's address so 
full of promise falsified. The grinding system of 
taxation, the heavy exactions that were made ir 
Syrian towns and villages, and the harshness 
ployed to compel the people to enter the militaiTi I 
service, threw the population at once into despair.'' 

These severities and exactions, so well described b 
the author from whom we have extracted the 
going remarks, engendered the accustomed resuits a 
tyranny and oppression. In 1S34 a spirit of ii 
rection spreading through the mountains of Nabloi: 
on Djebel Khabil, and various districts of Pales- 
tine, the insurgeots from Afounl Lebanon r 
arms, and attacked and routed with coutidsx^ijii!^ 
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slaughter the Egyptian regiments statioaed in the 
neighbourhood of Nablous, and the Bedouin Arabs, 
crossing- the Jordan from the eastward, drove back 
Ibrahim's troops, and even threatened Jerusalem, In 
this alarming aspect of affairs Mohammed AU deemed 
it advisiible to visit Syria in person, and accordingly 
sailed for Jaffa on the 24th of June, with eight 
thousand n)en. His presence and the arrival of so 
powerful a reinforcement produced a decided effect : 
the insurgent chiefs, struck with dismay, remained 
nearly inactive, and Ibrahim was soon enabled to carry 
at the point of the bayonet the villages in the mouD' 
tains ; but tranquillity was scarcely restored in this part 
of the country before revolts broke out in Aleppo, 
Beirout, and Antioch, and were only suppressed 
by severe and most sanguinary measures. To 
still further retain the Syrians in due subjection, 
Ibrahim determined to disarm the whole population, 
and prohibited any individual, on pain of the bastinado, 
to carry a weapon about his person. Large sums 
continued to be expended in fortifying the new 
fifontier, and men and money to be unrelentingly ex- 
acted. " The villages and the towns," r.ontinues the 
same intelligent traveller,* " were surrounded by 
troops, and the youngest, the healthiest, and the 
strongest of the population were marched off into 



THE LIFE OP MOHAMMED ALI, 3? 

Egypt, to be trained as soldiers. Of all the arbitrary 
measures, none created such abhorrence as this : young 
men maimed themselves, and women maimed tbeir 
children — some were blinded, and others had their 
lingers cut off, to avoid the conacription, until the Pasha 
enforced a stern decree to shoot all such offenders. 
Many of the most vigorous of the young men were 
drafted from Bcirout ; their resistance was overcome 
with threats and blows, and they were marched off 
amid the bitter anguish and consternation of their 
relations, to die of sickness in the interior of Africa, 
or to leave tbeir bancs to whiten on the desert sands of 
the Hedjaz."* While these transactions harassed the 

* Id tLo autumn of lB3a, Ibiiibim Puha cstrieil into effect a 
boU itiukd of policy. Having quietly issued oi^den to vuriona 
E^tisn regimenm, ho suddenly coneentrKed a fores of 12,000 
msn in tbe hoart of Meant Lebanon, and piDcesdod to diiurai Ibf 
aubjeeti of tbs TeDenbls Emli Beghir, tho piincD of the Druses. 
The old emir, taken by inrpiiH, could maks no niuaUnce ; and 
the Druao and Cbrlilian populatioa of the mountains, over wbom 
be exercised a great iatluence, were deprived of all ibelr wcaponi, 
even to tbeir banting -knives. Tbe Emir Beshir ia of tbe illui- 
trious Arab family Shebab, vhicb bu for some time past nigaed 
over tbe mountain population of Lebanon. The bninth from 
which bo is descended settled in Syria during tbo fervour 
of tbe Cniiadei, and soon scqaired an citEnsive inHucnee and 
demivioD. The emir cloiuiB lo be a icliereef, or ilescDndant 
of tbe Frophot, and ia as much reapeeted for hi> peraooal 
character and domestic virtuoa aa for the nobiliLy of hia biitb. 
He ia sud to be a Chrialian ; bis confidential attendanti am 
of that faith, as well a* man; membeis of hia family. By Mo. 
hammed All he hu been regarded with an eya of auipi- 
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Viceroy in his Syrian conquests, the war in Arabia 
progressed most unfavourably : the forces which had 
been despatched to the conquest of Yemen were utterly 
defeated, their magazines captured, and themselves 
compelled to fall back upon Mecca, and thence to 
retreat into Egypt. Mohammed's resources seem 
always, however, to have increased with his diffi- 
culties. A considerable army was again sent to 
Yemen, and eventually succeeded in greatly extending 
the Pasha's territories. In thus mentioning the 
result of the rahian campaign, we have some- 
what anticipated the chronological course of events. 
In 1835, Mohammed, whose ambitious mind was 
ever beni on tlio achievement of an hereditary empire, 
endeavoured to ohtmn the sa action of England, 
France, and Austria, to the declaration of his inde- 
pendence, and put forth, in an official note addressed 

doii, and is Buppused alviaye to bavo remaned faithful ia hcut 
to tho Sultnn, but to have been compelled lo bend to tlio force of 
ciroumsuiices. Tbero seema lo be C7fry nanon lo Ihink that he 
vill gladly return to hit allegiauce to the Partn, aa Boon aa he has 
u opportunity at doing id without eompromiiLUg ^h porfiona] 
•ocntity. Tho Emir Besbit is remark«b1y fond of the EogliBb ; 
ho WM a greiit fiiend and admirer of Sir Sidney Sroivh, and in 
bii Intcrricwt with English llaveUen never fails to inquire ut^er 
our gallapt eoaatiynian. A more pntriarchil, venerable, imtl 
mijcatic figure thui tbo Emir Bcahir can scucety be imagined. 
He is a fine old man, near ninety yean of age, with lung \rhite 

I whiskort, flowing down each aide of his face, leimlnaliiig in a anoiv- 

L ithite beard of great length. 
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to the Cabinets of those countries, the difficulties he 
laboured under from the pretensions and enmity of 
the Porte, and the advantages that might accrue to 
the states of Europe hy the disposal of his large 
military resources against Russia; but Lord Pon- 
sonby at once rejected the proffered arrangement, 
counselling the Viceroy, at the same time, to evacuate 
the pashalic of Orpha, of which he kept unjustifiable 
posGession, and to pay the tribute which he withheld 
from the Porte. With affairs in this posture, the 
year 1835 closed: the revolts in several of the 
Turkish provinces in the ensuing season disabled the 
Sultan from undertaking the re-conquest of Syria, 
Meanwhile the course of Mohammed All continued one 
of unmitigated oppression in that distracted province, 
and towards the end of 1837 the Drusea raised the 
standard of revolt throughout Hoauran and Mount 
Ledodiah. Achmet Pasha was sent with a force of 
20,000 men to reduce them, but the insurgenta, who 
were advantageously posted in their mountain fast- 
nesses, fought with great gallantry, and after a severe 
conflict, 11th February, 1836, drove Achmet to 
Damascus, The advent, however, of Ibrahim, at the 
scene uf action, attended by Soiyman Pasha (Colonel 
Seve), (fave speedily a very different turn to the war, 
and soon effectually terminated the rebellion. 
Shortly after Its suppression, Mohammed, ' 
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had mode another unsuccessful effort to ohtain (he 
sanction of the European powers to a declaration of 
in dependence, shook off diplomacy for a time, and 
took the singular resolution of enploring the countries 
of Sennaar, and the gold mines of Tachiangora. 
Leaving Egypt exposed to the course of events, the 
aged Pasha, borne down with the weight of seventy 
years, ventured on a journey scarcely bearable by the 
iron frame of the enthusiastic Bruce, and, through an 
inhospitable and warhke country, proceeded to ascend 
the Nile, to search for gold in the south-eastern 
provinces of Abyssinia, He returned from his fruit- 
less expedition in February 1839, and immediately 
commenced active preparations for the coming 
war, which he knew to be inevitable. 

Induced probably by the discovery of Mohammed 
Ali's intrigues at Bagdad and other parts of the 
empire, the Sultan, despite of the truce which 
had been effected after the battle of Koniah, 
determined on a bold offensive measure for the 
recovery of his conquered provinces. With this 
Yicw, and prior to any declaration of war, the Seras- 
kier Hatiz Pasha, at the head of a considerable army, 
invaded the territory in the possession of Mohammed 
All, and attempted to excite disaffection in some of the 
Syrian villages ; a manifesto, dated 8th May, 1839, 
being issued by the Porte, depriving the Viceroy and 
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liis son of their functions and dignities, and appointing 
the generalissimo of the Ottoman army successor of 
Mohammed in the goTernment of Egjpt. On the 
S7th of May following, Hafii attacked the advanced 
guard of Ibrahim's army, wliich, much inferior in 
numhcrs, fell back on the approach of the Turks, 
Ibrahim, however, soon concentrated his forces, and 
becoming in his turn the aggressor, totally defeated 
the Turkish army. 

The details of this most decisive engagement — 
the Battle of Neiib — which again opened to Ibrahim 
the road tn Constantinople, are vividly described 
in the following letter from Alexandria, which was ■ 
published at the time. I 

" Aj.EXAKDe.IA, Julg 6ih. 

" The Turkish army of Syria is defunct. The 
following are the facts :— On the 20th of June his 
Highness Ibrahim Pasha, commanding the Egyptian 
army, moved from his encampment, and crossed the 
Ladjour, and then marched to the village of Mezga, 
where the Sultan's cavalry, commanded by four 
pashas, was encamped. His Highness Ibrahim Pasha 
ordered all his artillery to take up a position within 
half a mile of the Turkish army, and to cannonade it. 
At five P. M. they opened their fire; in half an hour 
the Turkish cavalry fled pell-mell, in the direction of 
Nezib (where the Sultan's main array was encamped, 
under Hafiz Pasha), leaving tft\'iw\i^'Cviii\x-^'ii<'a'».«&* 
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and military chests. His Highness Ibrahim Pasha 
then halted the Egyptian forcSiforrepose, till midnight. 
" June 21st. — At midnight he marched to- 
wards Negib ; fell in, after daylight, with the 
cavalry he had cannonaded before, and nil the re- 
maining caTalry of the Turkish force, which had been 
advanced in two divisions, yiz. one half at Mezga, 
and the other in advance of Nezib. Ibrahim Pasha 
ordered the artillery to commence their fire, and his 
cavalry to charge. In four hours the whole of 
Sultan's cavalry gave way and fled, leaving fourti 
pieces of small cannon (all they had) behind. 

" June SSnd. — The Egyptian army reposed 
day. 

" June 23rd. — Hia Highness, with two regiments ol 
cavalry, accompanied by his body-guard and his 
light artillery, left the carap, and trotted up to the 
walls of Nezib, leading orders with Suluman Pasha, 
his lieutenant-general, to move on after hira, as 
slowly as possible, in order that the troops might not 
be fatigued. 

"On the 26th, at midnight, the whole of the 
Egyptian force was in presence of the Turks, and 
shortly afterwards commenced a general action, of 
which I give you an account in the following extract 
of a letter from the Austrian Consul at Aleppo, dated 
June 26th, in the evening. 

" The army of Ha&z Pasha ceased to cmbI 
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, flying in every direction. Not one of 
them could have reached the Euphrates had Ibrahim 
Pasha wished seriously to prevent it. The city of 
Aleppo has petitioned Ibrahim Fasha to r 
rangements for obliging the disarmed soldiery at 
Hafiz Pasha to rccross the Euphrates, in order not 
to disturb the security we enjoy here. 

" On the field of battle were taken several English 
amateurs, who were brought hither by curiosity, and 
who have expressed their great astonishment at the 
luckless result of (be campaign. Their friends need 
be under no apprehension, as Ibrahim Pasha will give 
them instant liberty. 

" This day (July 6th) the Pasha's steamers, th»' 
Generous and the Egyptian, arrived ; but we rep^' 
to say that they do not bring Ibrahim Pasha's de- 
spatches. We suppose he thinks his laconic telegraph 
despatch to his father, via Damietta, to be suffi- 
cient. It runs thus: 'The Turks are dispersed; 
they have left behind them everything, besides 6000 
prisoners." By these vessels we learn that 400O 
of the said prisoners have applied to enter the Pasha's 
service. They have been accepted, and transports 
have been ordered to Seandaroon to bring them here. 
They will probably be sent to the Hedjas and Yemen, 
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[ to assist in bringing the whole of Arabia under the 
I Egyptian government." 

Imost at the verj' period of these disasters, (SOth 
I June-, 1839,) the Sultan (Mahmoud II.), one of the 
best and most enlightened of Ottoman monarchs, 
died, leaving a full half of his fairest provinces 
usurped by a triumphant vassal, bis capital protected 
by his very enemies, and his throne inherited by a 
I child ; and scarcely had the last rites been paid to hia 
f remains, when, as if to give the final blow to the 
Ottoman power, the treason of the Capitau Pasha 
delivered (on the 14th July) the whole Turkish fleet 
to the Egyptian viceroy, by whom it ia still retained. 
These momentous events were not disregarded in 
Europe. England and France at once determined to 
unite to hold Russia in check, and proposed to force 
the Dardanelles, in case that power attempted to aid 
the Sultan by marching to Constantinople ; a deter- 
mination which, in conjunction with the union of 
their fleets, induced the Czar to despatch proposals 
to the court of London, abandoning all pretence to 
an exclusive protection of the Sultan, but merely 
stipulating for the integrity of the Ottoman empire. 
With this view, the English ministry, aware of the 
despotic rule of Mohammed, coincided, as did France 
fit the comraencement : but a difference of opinion 
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Boon manifested itself. France contended that the 
integrity of the Ottoman empire meant its preserva- 
tion from the Russians alone, and did not imply the 
repossession by the Porte of the conquests of the 
Fasha ; while the other powers held, that to sustain 
the integrity of the Ottoman empire, implied its pro- 
tection, not only against Russia, but against any other 
invader whatsoever. Hence arose, to the exclusion 
of France, the treaty of alliance between England, 
Austria, Prussia, and Russia, and hence directly 
followed the expedition, which has proved so success- 
ful, to the coast of Syria. 

Having thus brought to a close our sketch of " the 
progress and position of Mohammed Ali,' we will 
take a rapid survey of the effects which his restless 
activity and spirit of innovation have produced in the 
country over which he rules. His government, too 
extravagantly praised hy some, is certainly much 
more rational, orderly, and humane, than that of the 
Mamelukes, or of the old pashas, in the other domi- 
nions of the Porte. He administers impartial justice 
to all his subjects, without regard to race or religion ; 
has established regular judicial courts, and a good 
police ; baa done away with tortures and other bar- 
barous punishments; has encouraged instruction, to a 
certain extent ; has reraoved most of the ignorant 
prejudices which existed among his subjects agatnt 
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the arts and learning of Europe ; and has introduced 
European manufactures and machinery. He lieeps a 
printing-office and a journal ; has formed schools and 
colleges for the arts and sciences, and for military and 
naval tactics. All this is much more than it may 
seem, at first sight, to a person unacquainted with the 
state of Egypt and other Turkish provinces tbrty 
years ago. But the Pasha's ambition, and the diffi- 
culties of his situation, have obliged him to resort to 
two violent espedients, — an enormous taxation and an 
oppressive conecription. The pretended legislative 
assembly sitting at Cairo is a mere fiction of enthusi- 
astic panegyrists. The government of Egypt is still 
absolute in the strictest sense of the word, though the 
present Pasha has chosen to govern according to forms 
and regulations which he has himself established. He 
has formed a council consisting of his chief oSicers, 
aud of the provincial and local governors aud sheikhs, 
whom he occasionally consults. Many of the subor- 
dinate agents of the govermeot in the provinces still 
exercise occasional acts of capricious tyranny, which 
seldom reach their master's ears ; but whenever they 
do, he is not slow in punishing the offenders and 
redressing the grievancctt of the oppressed. 

Of the views and feelings of iVlohamraed Ali, his 
actions are perhaps the best exposition, and might be 
adduced as evidence of an elevated and aspiring mind, 
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Still clouded iodeed with some of the darkest ahadw^ 
of his original barbarism, and occasionally impelled by 
the force of uncontrolled passion. In person he is 
short and rather corpulent, nith a high forehead and 
aquiline nose, and possessing an intellectual expression 
of countenance. His dress is studiously plain j 
only expense which he allows himself in matters 
nected with his person being lavished on hia arms, 
some of which are studded with diamonds. Like that 
of Napoleon, his outward appearance seems to havfl; 
changed considerably with the progress of years 
alfhough, when between thirty and forty, he wa: 
scribed by a British traveller as " of a slender make^i 
sallow complexion, and under the middle size, 
reported by the latest visitors to have become " thick- 
set," and somewhat full in the figure, 
arrival," says Richardson, " we were immediately 
ushered into the Pasha's presence, and found him 
sitting on the comer of the divan, surrounded by his 
officers and men, who were standing at a respectful 
distance. He received us sitting, but in the most 
gracious manner, and placed the Earl of Eelmore and 
Mr. Salt upon his left hand, and his lordship's two 
sons and myself at the top of the room on his right. 
The interpreter stood, as well as the officers and sol- 
diers, who remained in the room during the whole 
time of my visit. He began the conversation by wel- 
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coming ua to Cairo, and prayed that God might 
preserve us and grant ua prosperity. He then inquired 
of the noble traveller how long he had been from 
England, and what was the object of his journey to 
Egypt ; to all which he received satisfactory answers. 
His Highness next adverted to the prospect before 
him, — the Nile, the grain-covered fields, the pyramids 
of Djizeh, the bright sun, and the cloudless sky; and 
remarked, with a certain triumphant humour ou his 
lip, that ' England offered no such prospect to the eye 
of the spectator." He was told that the scenery of 
England waa very fine. ' How can that be,' he 
shortly rejoined, ' seeing you are steeped in rain and 
fog three-quarters of the year?' He nest turned the 
conversation to Mr. Leslie's elegant experiment of 
freezing water in the vacuum of an air-pump ; which 
he had never seen, but admired prodigiously in de- 
scription, and seemed to anticipate with great satis- 
faction a glass of lemonade and iced water for himself 
and friends as the happiest result of the discovery. 
Talking of his Lordship's intended voyage np the Nile, 
he politely offered to render every possible facility ; 
cautioning him at the same time to keep a sharp look.- 
out among the Arabs, who, he believed would not 
take anything from him or his party ly violence, 
but would certainly steal if they found an oppor- 
tunity of doing it without the risk of detection. 
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He then related a number of anecdotes touching the 
petty larcenies of that most thievish race ; eome of 
which were by no means without contrivance or des- 
terity. But the one which seemed to amuse both 
himself and his friends the most, was that of a travel- 
ler who, when eating his dinner, laid down his spoon 
10 reach for a slice of bread, and by the time he 
brought back his hand, his spoon was away; the knife 
and fork soon shared the same fate ; and the unfor- 
tunate stranger was at length reduced to the sad 
necessity of tearing his meat, and lifting it with his 
fingers and thumb like the Arabs themselves. Many 
persons were near, but no one saw the theft commit- 
ted; and all search for tile recovery of the property was 
vain. We now took leave of the Viceroy, leaving him 
in the greatest good humour. He said we might go 
everywhere, and see everything we wished ; and that 
he hoped to have the pleasure of seeing us again." 
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QUADRUPLE TREATY. 



icluded betneeo OmU Britid 



1. Copy of the Cootei 
Auatni, Pruuii, and Bussii, aud tbe Sublime Pa 

2. Acte slpari Bnneied la the laid I'reaty. 

3. Protocol signed the tama day, reserving 
Porte to the DardaDellae and BoEphoniE. 

4- Secret Protocol {Prolocole reserri), eigacd the same dij,, 

CONVENTION 

Coaeluded between the Courti of Great Britain, jiuttria, 

PiKSiid, aad Riasia, of the one part, and the Sublime 

Ottoman Parle of the other, for the Paeification of the 

Levant ; ligned at London, the Ibth July, 1640. 

In the name of the most merciful God, 

His Highneaa the Sultan having had recourse to 

their Majesties the Queen of the United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Ireland, tlie Emperor of Aitstna, 

King of Hungary and Bohemia, the King of Prussia, 

and the Emperor of All the Russias, to reclaim their 

aid aud their assistance in the mi<]st of the difficulties 

in •which he finds himself placed in consequence of 

the hostile conduct of Mehemet Ali, Pacha of Egypt — 

difficulties which threaten to injure the integrity of the 

Ottoman empire and the independence of the throne 
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of the Sultan ; their said Majesties, united by the 
sentiment of sincere friendshiji which subsists between 
them, animated by the desire to watch over the 
maintenance of the integrity and independence of 
the Ottoman empire, in the interest of coDSDlida.ting 
the peace of Europe, faithful to the engagements 
which were contracted by the note transmitted to 
the Porte, by their representative at Cons^anti^ople, 
the 27th July, 1839; and desiring, moreoFer, to 
prevent the effusion of bjood which the continuation 
of the hostilities lately broken out in Syria between 
the authorities of the Pasha and the subjects of his 

Their said Majesties and his Highness the Sultan 
have resolved, with the above end, to conclude between 
them a convention, and have named for that purpose 
for their plenipotentiaries — namely, 

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, the Most Honourable 
Henry John, Viscount Palmerston, Baron Temple, 
Peer of Ireland, Member of her Britannic Majesty's 
Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the most 
Honourable Order of the Bath, Member of Parlia- 
ment, and her Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs. 

His Majesty the Emperor of Austria, King of 
Hungary and Bohemia, Pliilip, Baron de Nil 
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Cainmaiider of the Order of Leopold of Austria, 
Knight of the Crosa of Civil Merit, Commander of 
the Order of the Tower and Sword of Portugal, 
Knight Grand Cro3B of the Order of St. Stanislai 
of the second class of Russia, Aulic Counselli 
Plenipotentiary near her Britiinnic Majesty. 

Hia Majesty the King of Pruasia, Henry William, 
Baron de Buiow, Knig-ht of ihe Order of the Red 
Eagle of the first class of Prussia, Grand Cross of the 
Order of Leopold of Austria., and of the Guelphs of 
Hanover, Knight Grand Cross of the Order of St. 
Stanislaus of the second class, and of St. Walderair 
of the fourth class of Russia, Commander of the Order 
of the Falcon of Saxe Weimar, hia Chamberlain, 
Privy Counsellor, Actual Envoy Exti'a ordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary near her Britannic Mnjest] 

Hia Majesty Ihe Emperor of All thi 
Philip, Baron de Brunow, Knight of the Order of St. 
Anne of Ihe first class, of St. Slanislaua of the first 
class, of St, Walderair of the third class, Commander 
of the Order of St, Etienne of Hungary, Knight of 
the Order of the Red Eagle, and of St. John of 
Jernsalero, bis Privy Counsellor, and Envoy Extraor- 
dinary near her Britannic Majesty, 

And his Most Majestic and Most High Majest 
Sultao Abdul Medjid, Emperor of the Ottomaoi 
Chekib EfTendi, of the Order of Nichan Iftchar of tfc«' 
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first class, BeylJkdgi of the Imperial Divan, Honorary 
Counsellor of Foreign Affairs, his Ambassador Extra- 
ordinary near her Britannic Majesty. 

Who, having reciprocally interchanged their full 
powers in good and due form, hare agreed on and 
signed the following articles ; — 

Art. I. —His Highness the Sultan, being agreed 
with their Majesties the Queen of the United Kingdonx. 
of Great Britain and Ireland, the Emperor of Austria^ 
King of Hungary and Bohemia, the King of Prussia, 
and the Emperor of Ail the Russias, on the condition* 
of the arrangement which it is the intention of his 
Highness to allow to Mehemet Ali — conditions which 
will be found specified in the separate act hereto 
annexed — their Majesties engage themselves to act 
with perfect accord, and to unite their efforts to 
determine Mehemet Ali to conform to this arrange- 
ment, each of the high contracting parties reserving 
to itself to co-operate to this end with the means of 
action which each of them can dispose of. 

Art. II. — If the Pachaof Egypt should refuse toad- 
here to the said arrangement, which shall be communi- 
cated to him by the Sultan, with the concurrence of their 
said Majesties, the latter engage to take, at the requi- 
sition of the Sultan, the measures concerted and 
agreed on between them, for the end of putting this 
arrangement ii 
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Sultan having iavited his allies to join him to assist 
in interrupting the communicatton by sea hetween 
Egypt and Syria, and to prevent the expedition of 

war of all kinds from one part of these provinces to 
the other, their Majeal.ies the Queen of the Unit«d 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the 
Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary and Bohemia, 
engage to give immediately to thia effect the necessary 
orders to the commanders of the naval forces in the 
Mediterranean ; their said Majesties promising, more- 
over, that the commanders of their squadrons, ac* 
cording to the means of which they can dispose, 
shall give in the name of the alliance all and every 
assistance in their power to those subjects of the 
Sultan, who may manifest their fidelity and obedience 
to their Sovereign. 

Art, III. — If Mehemet Ali, after having refused 
to submit to the conditions of the arrangement above- . 
mentioned, should direct his forces by land or sea 
towards Constantinople, the high contracting parties, 
on the requisition made by the Sultan to their repre- 
sentatives at Cons'.aDtinople, are all agreed in such 
case to answer the invitation of that sovereign, and 
to provide for the defence of his throne, by means of 
a co-operation concerted in common for the purpose 
of putting the two straits of the Bosphorus and Dar- 
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danelles, as well aa the capital of the Ottomftti empij 
secure againat all aggression. It is likewise agreed 
that the forces which, in consequence of such 
attempt, receive the destinalion above indicated, shall 
remain employed as long as their presence be re- 
quired by the Sultan ; and when his highness shall 
judge that their presence has ceased to be necessary, 
the said forces shall relire simultaneously, and enter 
respectively into the Black Sea and the Meditei* 



Art. IV. — It is always distinctly understood that 

the co-operation mentioned in the preceding article, 
and destined to place temporarily the straits of the 
Dardanelles and of the Bosphorus, and the Ottoman 
capital, under the safeguard of the high contracting 
parties, against all aggression of Mehemet Ali, shall 
not be considered but as a measure exceptional, 
adopted at the express desire of the Sultan, and solely 
for his defence. But it is agreed that this measure 
will derogate in nothing to the ancient law of the 
Ottoman empire, in virtue of which it has been in all 
limes prohibited to vessels of war of foreign powers 
to enter into the straits of the Dardanelles and the 
Bosphorus ; and the Sultan, on his part, declares by 
the present act, that, with the exception ot the event- 
uality above-mentioned, he has the firm resolve to 
maintain for the future the principle invariably eata.- 
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blished as the ancient regulation of his empire^ and 
as long as the Porte is at peace not to admit anjr 
foreign vessel of war into the straits of the Bos- 
phorus and Dardanelles. On the other part, their 
Majesties the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, the Emperor of Austria, King of 
Hungary and Bohemia, the King of Prussia, and the 
Emperor of All the Russias, engage to respect that 
determination of the Sultan, and to conform to the 
principle above declared. 

Art. V. — The present convention shall be rati6ed, 
and the ratification exchanged at London, within the 
space of two months, or sooner, if possible. 

In faith of which the respective plenipotentiaries 
have signed and affixed the seal of their arms. 

Done at London^ the 1 5th of July, in the year of 
Grace 1840. 

{Signed) Palmrrbton. [Ghbkib. 

NlEUMAN. 
BULOW. 

Brumow. 
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ADDITIONAL ACT. 



AddUinnal Acl (ante s^arS) annexed (o //« Convention 
concluded at LouHnn. the lilb July 1840, iedoflen the 
Coutit of Great Britain, Austria, Prussia, arid Huiaia, 
of the one part, and the Sublime Otioman Porte of the 
other. 

His Highness the Sultan has the intentioo to record 
and to make known to Alehemet Ali the conditioDB 
of the arrangement subjoined. 

J. — His Highness promises to accord to Meheraet 
Ali, for him and for his descendants in line direct, the 
administration of the Fachallc of Egypt ; and his 
Highness promises, moreover, to accord to Alehemet 
Ali, during his life, with the title of Pacha of Acre, 
and the command of the fortress of St. Jean d'Acre, 
the administration of the southern part of Syria, of 
which the limits are designed by the following line of 
demarcation : — 

This line drawn from the Caps Ras-el-Nakhora, 
on the shores of the Jtledlterranean, extending from 
thence directly to the mouth of the river Seisaban, 
northern extremity of the Tiberias, along the western 
coast of the said luke, following the right bank of the 
river Jordan and the western coast of the Dead Sea, 
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extending from thence in a right line as far as the 
Red Sea, and resting on the northern point of the 
Gulf d'Akabor, and following the western coast of 
the Gulf d'Akaber and the eastern coast of the Gulf 
of Snez, as far as Suez. 

Nevertheless, the Sultan in making these ofTera, 
attaches to them the condition that Mehemet Ali 
accepts them within the space of ten days after the 
communication has been made to him at Alexandria, 
hy an agent of his Highness ; aiid that at the same time, 
Mehemet Ali deposits in the hands of that agent the 
neceaaary orders to the commanders of his forces by 
sea and land, to retire immediately from Arabia, and 
all the holy cities therein situated ; from the island of 
Candia, the district of Adana, and all the other parts 
of the Ottoman empire which are not comprised in the 
limits of Egypt, and in that of the Pachalic of Acre, 
such as they are above designed. 

II. — If within the space of ten days above fixed, 
Mehemet Ali does not accept the said arrangement, the 
Sultan will then withdraw the offer of the life admin- 
istration of the Pachalic of Acre; but his Highness will 
still consent to accord to Mehemet Ali, for him and 
his descendants in line direct, the administration of 
the Pachalic of Egypt, provided that this offer be 
, accepted in the space of ten days following, that is to 
in the space of twenty days, counting from the 
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date of the commmiication made to him ; and provided 
that he likewise deposits in the hands of the agent of 
the Sultan, the necessary instructions lo his com- 
manders by land and by sea, to retire immediately 
within the limits and witbin the ports of the Pachalic 
of Egypt. 

III. — The annual tribute to be paid the Sultan fa 
Mehemet Ali, shall be proportioned mon 
terrilory of which the latter will obtain the admioi* 
tration, according as he accepts the first o] 
ultimatum. 

IV, — It is moreover expressly understood, thai ii 
the first, as well as in the second ultimatum, Mehen 
Ali (before the expiration of the term fixed of ten o 
twenty days) shall be hound to send back the Turkish 
fleet, with the crews axiA armamens, to the care of the 
Turkish authority, who shall be charged to receive 
them — the commanders of the allied squadrons assist- 1 
ing at this restoration {remise). 

It is understood that in any case Mehemet A 
cannot charge in account, nor deduct from the tribute 
payable to the Sultan, the expenses of keeping up the 
Ottoman fleet during the time that it has remained in 
an Egyptian port. 

v.— All the treaties and all the laws of the Otto 
man empire shall be applicable to £)z:ypt and i 
Pachalic of Acre, such as it be above designed, a 



1 



as to every other pan of the Ottoman empire; but 
the Sultan consents, that oq condition of the regular 
payment of tribute above mentioned, Mehemct Ali 
and bis descendants shall levy imposts in the name of 
the Sultan, and as the delegate of his Highness in the 
provinces of which the administration is to be to him 
confided. It is further understood that on the condition 
of receiving the above taxes and imposts, Mehemet 
Ali and bis descendants shall provide for all expenses 
of the civil and military atiminiatration of said pro- 



VI.— The land and sea forces which the Pacha of 
Egypt and of Acre may maintain, shall form part of 
tlie forces of the Ottoman empire, and shall always be 
considered as ke[il up for the service of the state. 

VII. — The present separate act shall bear the same 
force and value as if it were inserted word for word in 
the convention uf this day. It shall be ratified, and 
the ratification exchanged at London, the same time 
with those of the said convention. 

In faith of which the respective plenipotentiaries 
have signed and affixed the seal of their arms. 

Done at London, the 15th of July, in the year of 
Grace, 18-JO. 

{Signed) p4<.«w.T0H. [Ch^^ 



el Laadon £ji Ihe FlealpolenlioTics 
:., the Ibth Jul-g, 1B40, 



of Ihtir I 



In affixing his signature to the convention of this 1 
day, the plenipotentiary of the SnLliit 
Porte has declared — 

That in slating, in the Fonrth Article of the said 
convention, the ancient law of the Ottoman empire, 
in virtue of which it is prohibited at all times to 
foreign vesHets of war to enter in the straits of the 
Dardanelles and of the Bosphorus, the Sublime Porte 
reserves to herself, as heretofore, to deliver firmans to 
light veaseh under the flag of war, which are employpd, 
according to custom, in the service of the correspond- 
ence of the legations of friendly powers. 

The plenipotentiaries have taken note of this pre- J 
sent declaration, to bring it to the knowledge of thebr 1 
courts. 

{Siffned) 
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Sterel Prolocal, aigned al London the IS'A Jtiiy, 1840, by the 
PlenipoleniiarUs of their Majeeliei, ^c. 

The plenipotentiaries of their Majesties, &c,, 
having, in virtue of their full powers, concluded and 
signed, this day, a conventiou between their respective 
Sovereigns for the paciGcatioo of the Levant ; 

Considering, that from the distance which separates 
the capitals of (heir reapective courts, a certain space 
of time roust necessarily elapse before the exchange 
of the ratification of the said convention could he 
effected, and tbat orders founded on that act could be 

And the said plenipotentiaries being profoundly 
penetrated uith the conviction, that looking at the 
actual state of things in Syria, the interests of hu- 
manity, and the grave considerations of European 
policy, which constitute the object of the common 
solicitude of the powers signing [he said convention of 
this day, imperiously require the prevention as much 
as possible of any delay In theaccoroplinhmentof the pa- 
cification which the said transaction is destined to attain. 

The said plenipotentiaries, iu virtue of their full 
powers, agree between themselves that the prehrainary 
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tion shall be put into execution at once, and without 
waiting for the exchange of the tatifications, consent 
formally by the present act, with the esseat of their 
courts, to the immediate eseeution of their measures. 

It is agreed on hesides by the said plenipotentiaries 
that his Highness the Sultan siiall proceed to address 
to Mehemet Ali the communication and the offers 
specified in the separate act annexed to the conventioa 
of this date. 

It is agreed, moreover, that the consular agentfi 
Great Britain, Austria, Prussia, and Russia, vrill put 
themselves in communication with the agent of the 
Sultan to address to Mehemel jili the communication 
and offers above mentioned ; that the said consuls w 
give to this agent all the assistance, and all the aid 
their power ; and they will employ all their means 
influence on Mehemet Ali to the purpose of deter- 
mining him to accept the arrangement offered to hii 
by order of his Sublime Highness the Sultan. 

The admirals of the respective squadrons, 
Mediterranean, will receive the necessary instructions to 
place themselves in communica^ou with the saidconsuls. 
(Signed) F.lbb 
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THE TREATY OF THE FOUR POWERS. 



Nole an the affairs of the Eiiil, addreaed, an 3ist Avff»tl,bf 
iht Brilish Secrtlt-ry af Slati for Foreign Affair) to 
Mr. Hehhv Lyttoh Bulweh, her Brilannk Majest^g 
minister plenipolenliarp al Paria, in the absence nf his 
ExeeUeticy Earl Granville. This document wan offirnaUp ' 
coinmaaicaled In the Frciuih GoBemment, and fubse- 
guentig printed and Iranmiltfd la Ihe Allied Courts. 

"PoftKiGN Office, Aug. 31, 1840. 

"Sir, — Vaiious circumstance a have preventpii me from 
sooner tmnsmittiag Ed you, and through you to the French 
GovcrnniBiit, some observatiuiis which her Mujesty's Go- 
vernment is desirous of making upon the meraorandum 
delivered to me, on the 24th of July, by the French am- 
bassador at this court, in reply to the memorandum which 
I had delivered to hla Encellency on the 17th of that 
month ; but I now proceed to do so. 

" Her Majfisty'fl Government observed with great satis- 
fiiction the friendly tone of the French memorandum, and 
the aBBurances which it contains of the earnest deaire of 
France to maintain peace, and to uphold tlie balance of 
power in Europe. The memorandum of the 1 7th of July 
was conceived in a spirit of equal (r'endlinces tonardg 
Prince ; and her Majesty's Government is as anxious as 
that of France can be to preserve the peace of Europe, 
and to prevent any derangement of the existing balance 

" Her Myesly's Government also saw wiih much pir*- 
eure the declarations which the French memorandum con- 
tains, that France wishe* lo act in concert with the other 
four powers in regard to the affair* of the Levant ; that 
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e hsB never been actuated in these matters lij' any other ^^^^ 
motive than a deiire to preserve peace ; and that in the ' 

judgment she bad formed upon ibe proposltimis which 
have been made to ber, she huj never been influenced 
by any lelfisb interests of ber own, bein§r, in fart, as dis> 
interested as unj other power caa be in the affuiis of the 
Levant. 

" The sentiments of her Majesty's Government upon 
these points are in all respects sitnilar to, and correspond- 
ing with, those of the Government of Fiance ; for, in the 
first place, in the whole course of the negotiations which 
have been going on upon these matters during the last 
twelve months, it baa iiiTarlably been the anxious desire 
of the British Government that a concert should be est^ 
blished between the five powers, and that all the five 
should agree in a common course of conduct; and her 
Majesty's Government feels that it can refer for proofs of 
this desire to the various propositions which from time to 
time have been made to the Government of France, and 
which are alluded to in the French memorandum ; and, in 
the next place, her Majesty's Government can safely atfirnt 
that no power in Europe can be less influenced than Great 
Britain is by any selBsh views, or by any desire or e^eo- 
tatioa of exclusive advantage to arise la berself out of^the 
settlement of the affairs of the Levant 1 for, on the contrary, 
the interests of Great Britain in those affairs is identified 
with that of Europe at large, and lies in the maintenance 
of the integrity and independence of the Ottoman empire, 
as a security for the preservation of peace, and as an 
essential element in the general balance of power. 

"In ibeae principles the French Government has de- 
clared its full concurrence ( and it has slated that concur- 
rence upon many occasions, but especially in Marshal 
Soult's despatch of the 17tb of July, 1839, which was 
communicated officially to the four Powers, in the collec- 
tive note of the 27ih of July 1839, and in the speech of 
the King of the French to his Chambers, in December, 
18;I9. 

" In those documents the French Government declared 
its delermination to maintain the integrity and indepeir- 
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deuce of the Ottoman empire under its present d/ni 
BI an ednetitiul element of the balance of power, and as a 
security for the preeerralion of peace ; and it also asserted 
in Marebal Souk's despatch iis resolution to oppose, by 
all ill means of action and iiiHut^nce, everj combinatioii 
which might be hofilile to the maintenance of that integrity 
and independence. 

"The Governmeota of Great Britain and of France are, 
therefore, perfeclly a^eed as to the objects at which ibeir 
policy in regard to the affjirg of the Levant ought to um, 
and ai to the fundamental principles liy which that policy 
aught to be guided ; and the only difference which eiiets 
between the two governments is a difference oF opinion as 
to what means are best calculated to attain the common 
end — a point upon which, as the French memorandum 
observes, various opinions may naturally be expected to 

" Upon this point there has indeed arisen a considerable 
difference of opinion between the two goTernmenta — a 
difference which seems to have become wider and more 
confirmed in propurlion a« the two govemmenls have 
more fully explained their respective views ; and which, 
for the present, has prevented the two gOTernmenlB from 
co-operating together for the attainment of their common 

" On the one hand, her Majesty's Government has all 
along declared the opinion that it would he impossible to 
maintain the integrity of the Tuiklsh empire, and to up- 
hold the independence of the Sultan's throne, if Mehemet 
Ali were to be left in the occupation of Syria. Her Ma- 
jesty's Government has slated that it considers Syria to 
be the military key of Asiatic Turkey ; and that if Mehe- 
met Ali were to continue to occupy that province, in 
addition to Egypt, he would be able at all tiroes to menace 
Bagdad to the south, Diarbekir and Brzeroum to the east, 
and Koniah, and Bruisia, and Constantinople, to the north ; 
that the same spirit of ambition which has led Mehemet 
Ali on former occasions to revolt against his sovereign, 
would soon prompt him again to lake up arms for further 
encroachment ; and that fur this purpose he would always 
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Iieep a large army on foot ; tbat the Sultan, on the other 
hand, muat see the danger by vihich he would conetaiitly 
be threatened, and must be obliged aUolo remain armed ; 
and thus the Sultan and Mehemet Ali would continue to 
maintain large arrniea to watch eacb olherj that collision 
mnal inevitablj arise out of mutual auspicion and alarm, even 
if it were no intentional aggreaaion on either side ; that any 
such collision would neceBiariiy lead to foreign luterrer- 
ence in the interior of the Turkish empire, and that euch 
interference bo occasioned would produce the most serious 
differences between the Powers of Europe. 

" But her Majesty's Government has pointed out a 
danger slill greater than this, as a probable, if not certain 
consequence of the conlioued occupation of Syria by 
Mehemet Ali ; and that is, tliat the Pacha, confidinfi: in his 
tnilltary strength, and tired of his political condition of 
subject, should execute the intention which he frankly 
informed the Powers of Europe two years ago he would 
never abandon, and should declare himself independent. 
Such a declaration on his part would be an undeniable 
difmembermeot of the Olloman empire ; and yet that 
dismemberment might happen under circumstances which 
would render it more difficult for the Powers of Europe 
to co-operate together, in order to compel the Pdcba to 
retract auch a declaration, than it is for them now to com- 
bine, in order to force him to evacuate Syria. 

" Her Majesty's Government, Iherefura, lias invariably 
contended that all those powers who wish to preserve the 
integrity of the Turkish empire, and to uphold the inde- 
pendence of the Sultan's throne, ouf^ht to unite to asalsl the 
bultan in re-establishing liia direct authority in Syria. 

" The French Government, on the other hand, has argued 
tbat Mehemet Ali, if once secured in the permanent occu- 
pation ofr.gypt and Syria, would remain the faithful subject, 
and would become the firmest support of the Sullan ; that 
the Sultan could not govern Syria if he got it back again ; 
and tiiatthe military and financial resources of that prorince 
would be more available for the Sultan's defence when in 
the hands of Mehemet Ali than if they were restored to the 
bands of ihe Sultan himself; that implicit reliance might 
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he placed upon Mehemet AIi'b abjuralionB of any TurtH^^ 
I Rmbitious views, and in his proteatations of devoted fidelity 

to his sovereign ; that the Pacha is an old man, and that at 
his death, in spite of anj hereditary grant made to hit 
family, the whole of his acquired power would revert to 
I the Sultan, because all possesaions in MahDmetati coun- 

tries, be their nominal tenure what it may, are practically 
( nothings more than life-holds. 

! " The French Government moreover contended, that 

I Mehemet All would never of hix own accord consent to 

:' evacuate Syria; and that the only means which the 

I powers of Europe could employ to compel him, would be 

j either naval operations, which would be insufficient, or 

! land operations, which would be dangerous ; that naval 

j operations would not expel the Egyptians from Syria, and 

would only provoke Mehemet Ali to make an attack upon 
Constantinople ; and that the measures which must be 
! resorted to in such a case to defend the capital, but still 

' more any land operations by troops of the allied powers 

to expel Mehemet's army from Syria, would be more fatal 
I to the independence of the Turkish empire than could be 

I the state of things which such proceedings might be 

I intended to remedy. 

" To this her Majesty's Government replied, that no 
I reliance could be placed on Mehemet Mi's present protes- 

tations; that his Hi[ibition is insadahle, and only increases 
by success j and to give Mehemet Ali the power to 
encroach, and still to leave within his reach objects lo 
covet, would be to sow the certain seeds of future col- 
lisions ; that Syria is not further from Constantinople than 
many well-administered provinces of other empires are 
from the capital, and might be governed from Constanti- 
nople, as easily as from Alexandria ; and that it is impos- 
sible that the resources of that province could be as useful 
to the Sultan when in the hands of a chief who might at 
any time turn those resources against the Sultan, as they 
would be if in the hands and at the disposal and command 
of the Sultan himself ; that Ibrahim, having an army under 
his orders, has means to secure his own succession, at 
Mehemet All's death, to any authority which Mehemet 



THE IIPE OP MOnAMMED ALL 60 

nig'ht die poeaessed of; and that it would not be iittin^ 
for the great powers lo ad rise the Sultan to make an OBten- 
Bible arrang-ement with Mehemet Ali, with a secret and re- 
lerved inlention of brealiin^ that arrangement on the 
very first occasion on which it might become applicable lo 

" The French Government, however, still retained its 
opinion, and declined to be a purty lo any arrangement 
wbich included (he employment of coercive mesBurea 
against Mehemet Ali. 

" But the French memorandum states, that ' in the laat 
CLTcumstances no positive proposition haa been made to 
France, upon which she was called upon to explain herself i 
and that, conaeijuentiy, the determination which England 
communicated to her in (he memorandum of the 17(h July, 
no doubt in the name of the four powers, must not be 
imputed to refusals which France has not made.' This 
passage renders it necessary for me shortly to recapitulate 
to you the general course of the negotiation. 

" The original opinion entertained by her Majesty's 
Government, and which was made known in June, 1839, 
to the other four powers, France included, was. that the 
onl^ arrangement between the Sultan and Mehemet Ali, 
which could insure permaDenI peace in the Levant, would 
be (hat which should conGne Mehemet All's delegated 
authority to Egypt alone, and should re-establish the 
direct authority of the Suhan in the whole of Syria, ai 
well as in Candia and the holy cities ; thus interposing 
the Desert between the Sultan's direct authority, and the 
province to be administered by the Pacha; and her 
Majesty's Government proposed that, as a compensation 
for the evacuation of Syria, Mehemet Ali should receive 
the assurance that his male descendants should succeed 
him as Governors of Egypt under (he Sultan. 

" To this proposal the French Government objected, 
saying, that such an arrangement would undoubtedly be 
the beat, if there were the means to carry it into effect ; 
hut that Mehemet Ali would resist it; and that any 
IS of force which the allies mi^ht employ to compel 
yield would produce consequences which would bs _ 
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more dangerous lo the peace of Europe, and I 
pendence of the Porte, than the preaerit atale of thingB 
between the Sultan and Mehemet Ali could be. But 
though the French Government thus declined to agree to 
the British plan, yet for a considerable time alterwardB it 
had no plan of its onn to propose. 

" However, in September, 1839, Count Sebasliani, the 
French ambassador at the court of London, proposed tbat 
a line should be drawn east and west, from the sea lome- 
where near Beyrout, to the desert near Damascus, and that 
all to the south of that line should be administered by 
Mehemet Ali, and all to the north of that line, by the direct 
authority of the Sullan ; and the French ambassador gave 
her Mojesty's Government to understand that if such an 
arrangement were agreed to by all the live powers, France 
would, in case of need, unite with the olher fuur in the 
employment of coercive measures to compel Mehemet Ali 
to submit to it. 

" This suggestion not having been adopted by her 
MBJesty'sGovemment.tho French Governmeiii,oiilhe27lh 
of September, 1839, commuuicaied officially its own plan, 
which was, that Mehemet Ali should be made hereditary 
Governor of Egypt, and of the whole of Syria, and Gover- 
nor for life of Candia, giving up nothing but Arabia, and 
the district of Adana. The French Government, however, 
did not say that it knew that Mehemet Ali would consent 
even to this arrangement ; nor did it declare that, if he 
should refuse to accept it, France would join in coercive 

" To this plan, of course, her Mnjesty'a Government 
could nut consent, because it would be even more objec- 
tionable than the present state of things; inasmuch as by 
giving Mehemet Ali a legal and hereditary title lo a third 
of the Ouomaii empire, which he now only occupies by 
force, it would at once be a virtual, and would at no distant 
time lead lo a real, dismemberment of that empire. 
But her Majesty's Government, in order to prove its 
aoxioiia desire to come to an understanding with France 
on these matters, slated, that it would waive its well' 
founded objection to any extension of Mehemet Ali'i 
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authoritj bejund Egirpt, and trould join with ibe Freoch 
Government in recommending' to the Sultan to give to 
Mehemet Alt, in addition to the Pachalic of Egypt, the 
adminiatration of the lower part of Syria, bounded tu the 
north by a line dravrn from Capo Carmel to [he southern 
end of Lake Tiberias, and to tlie eastward by the Jordan, 
the western shore of the Dead Sea, and by a line from 
thence down to the Gulf of Aiiaba ; provided that France 
would engage to co-operate willi ihe four powers in 
~ ' !, if Mehemet All should refuse ihie offer. 



" This proposal, however, was declined by the French 
Goyemmenr, and that government now declared that it 
could not possibly co-operate in any coercive measure 
against Menemet Ali, and could not, therefore, be a party 
to any arrangement to which Mehemet Ali should not 
spontaneously consent. 

" But I pointed out to Count Sebastiani. that «uch an 
arrangement would be liable, though in a somewhat less 
degree, to all the objections wliich apply to the present 
relative position of the two parlies, and therefore could 
not be agreed to by her Majesty's Government i and I 
observed that it appeared to be inconsistent, that France 
should be willing to employ coercive measures against 
Mehemet Ali to compel him to subscribe to this arrange- 
ment, which would evidently be incomplete, and insufficient 
for its professed purpose, and yet that France should 
refuse to employ coercive measures to compel Mehemet 
All to consent to the arrangement proposed by her 
Majesty's Government, which even France herself admitted 
would, if carried into execution, be complete and effectual 
for its purpose. 

" To this Count Sebastiani replied, that the objections 
felt by the French Government to employ coercive mea- 
sures against Mehemet Ali, were founded upon domestic 
coniiderations ; andthatlhoaeobjeclionswould be removed 
if the French Government were able to show to the public 
and to (he Chambers, that it had piocnted for Mehemet 
Ali the best terms which could be obtained fur him, and 
that he bad refused to accept those terms. 

" During the time that this discussion had been going on 
with France, a separate negotiation had been catnedl <\o. 



betvreen Great Brltai 
step of which, huw 
regularly mnde acquainted. The negotiation with France 
wa« Buspended for a lime in the eat\y part of this year, 
first by an eipecteil, and aflernardi by an actual, change 
oF Ministry in France. But in the beginning uf May, the 
Baron de Nieumaun and uiyself determined, on the parts 
of our respective governraents, to make one more attempt 
to bring France to an agreement with the four powers ; 
Hnd we resolved to submit to the French Government, 
through M. Guiiot, another proposition for an arrunge- 
tnent between the Sultan and Mehemet All. 

" One objection, which had been urged by the French 
Government to the last Britiah proposal was, that, altlioiigh 
it would give Mehemet Ali the strung defensive position 
extending from Mount Carmel to Mount Tabor, it would 
deprive him of the fortress of Acre. In order, therefore, 
to meet this objection. Baron de Nieumaun and myself 
proposed to M. Guizot, that the northern boundary of that 
part of Syria which should be administered by the Pacha, 
should be drawn from Cape Nakhora,to the northern end 
of Lake Tiberias, so as to include within its limits the 
fortress of Acre; and that the eastern boundary should run 
down along thewestern bank of Lalie Tiberias; and thence, 
as before proposed, to the Gulf of Akaba. But we said 
that the government of this lower part of Syria could only 
be given to Mehemet Ali for his life ; and that neither 
England nor Austria could consent to recommend the 
grant of hereditary tenure to Mehemet Ali, in regard to 
any part whatever of Syria ; and 1 stated, moreover, to 
M. Guizot, that this proposal was the utmost extent to 
vhich vFe could go in the way of concession, in order to 
obtain the co-operation of France ; and that it was, there- 
fore, our last oner. 

" The Baron Nieomann and myself made this commu- 
nication to M. Guizot separately ; Bdron de Nieumann 
on one day, and I upon tlie next. M. Guizot told me he 
would report to his government the proposition I had 
made, and the statements vrith which I accompanied it, 
and would let me know their reply whenever ne should 
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" Soon Bfterwards, the plenipotentiariea of Austria, 
Prussia, and Rushm, stated lo me, that tbej had reason to 
believe that the French Government, instead of deciding 
upon this proposition themselves, had transmitted it to 
Alexandria for the decision of Meheoiet Aii. That this 
waa placing the Tour powers in negotiation, not tvith 
Prance, but viih Mehemet Ali. That, beaidsR the delaj 
which would be thereby occasioned, this was what (heir 
reapective courts neither intended to do, nor could con- 
sent to do j and that the French Government had thus 
pluced the plenipotentiaries in a very embarrassing situ- 
atioH. I replied that I agreed with them in ati their 
objections to the step which they believed the French 
Gotarnment to have taken, but that M. Guizot had said 
nothing to me as to any reference made, or to be made, to 
Mehemet Ali ; that the French Government was then 
much occupied by parliamentary atTaira, and might natur- 
ally require aome time lo give us its answer to our pro- 
posal, and that no great practical inconvenience could aiise 
from some trifling' delay in this matter. Towards the end 
of June, I think it was on the 27th of that month, 
M. Guiz,ot came to me. and read to me, from a letter 
addressed to him by M. Thiera, the anawer of the French 
Government lo our proposal. This answer was a positive 
refuaal. M. Thiers stated, ■ That the French Governmeat 
knew for cerlain that Mehemet Ali iirould not consent lo 
any dlviiion of Syria, unless compelled thereto by force. 
That France could not co-ofierale in the employment of 
Force againit Mehemet Ali for such a purpose : and, there- 
fore, France could not be a party to the proposed arrange- 

" Francehaving thus refused the uAimnfumoftlie British 
Government, it became necessary for the plenipotentiaries 
of the four powers to consider what course their govern- 
ments shoula then pursue. 

" The position of the five governments was this :— Ail 
live had declared their conviction tiiat it was essential for 
the balance of power, and for the preservation of the peace 
of Europe, that the integrity and independence of the 
Turkish empire under its present dynasty should be main- 
tained ; and all Sve had pledged themselves to emqla'i «Ui>1 






their DieaiiB of BCiinn and influpnce, to maintain thai 
Iniegritv and independence, Sut France, on the ooe hand 
contended that the best nay to maintain the independence 
and integrity of tlie Turkish empire, was to leave the 
Sultan to the mercy nf Meheiuet Ali, and to advise the 
Sultan (o sulimit to any terniB which Mehemet Ali might 
determine to insist upon as a tnte qua non of peace ; white 
the four powers, on the olher hand, coniidered that the 
further continunnce of the present slate of military oecu- 

Eation of the Sullan'a provinces by Mebemet Ali_, nuuld 
e destructive of the intcgritv oF the Turkish empire, and 
fatal to its independence. They thought, therefore, that 
it nas necessary to conGoe Mehemet Ali within narrower 

" France, after nearly two months' deliberation, had not 
only refused to agree to the plan proposed by the four 

Eowera as an vUiiaalum of eoneeeaion on their pari, but 
ad again declared that she could be no party to any 
arrangement to which Mehemet Ali should nut, of bis own 
accord, and without coercion, consent. The four powers, 
therefore, had no other alternative, but either to adopt the 
principle of settlement pressed upon them by France, and 
which consisted in lecooimending to the Sultan entire 
stjbmi^sion to the demands of Mehemet Ali, or else to act 
upon their own principle, which was, that Mehemel AU 
BODuld be compelled to agree to some arrangement con- 
sislent in its form with the rights of the Sultan, and com- 
patible in its substance with the integrity of the Turkish 
empire. By the first course, the co-operation of France 
would have been obtained ; by the second course that 



ration of France, bad been sufficiently manifested by the 
persevering efforts they had made to obtain it during 
many months of negotiation. They well knew its value, 
not only iu regard to the particular otgect at present in 
view, but with reference to the general and permanent 
interests of Europe ; but that which they wanted, and 
that which they valued, was the co.operation of France 
for the purposes of peace ; tor the attainment of future 
security to Europe j for the practical execution of princi- 
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^^Tres, which all the five powers had concurred in declaring. 
They valued the co-o|ieration of France, not for its oirn 
Bake alone, nor for the advantage and convenience of the 
moment, but for the good it whs to accompliBh, and for the 
futjre consequences that were to result from it. They 
were anxious to co-operate with France in doing good ; 
but ihey were not pre;)ared to co-operate wilh France to 
do evil. Therefore, belieting, as tbey did, that the policy 
recommended by France was injudicious, was unjuBl to- 
wards the Sultan, nai pregnitnt with future dangers to 
Europe, was at variance with the public engagements of 
the five powers, and inconsistent with the principles which 
the five powers had deliberately professed, the four powers 
fell that they could not make the sacrifice which was 
required at their hands, as the price of the co-operittion of 
France ; if indeed that can be called co-operation, which 
was to consist in letting events take their own course- 
Unable, therefore, lo adopt the views of France, the four 
powers determined to carry into eieculion their own. 

"But this detertuination had not been unforeseen ; nor 
bad its probability been concealed from France. 

" On the contrary, at various limes during the nego- 
tiation, and as early as October last, I had stated to the 
French ambassador at this court, that our desire to remain 
united with France on these matters must have a limit; 
that we were anxious to go forward with France, but that 
we were not prepared to stand still with France ; and that 
if France could not find the means of coming to a common 
understanding with the four powers, she must not be sur- 
prised if the ^or powers were to come to an understanding 
together, and were to act without her. 

" To this Count Sebasiiani replied, that he foresaw that 
we should do so, and that he would foretel the result. 
That we should try to accomplish our own arrangement 
without the participation of France, and thai ue should 
iind our means insufficient; that France would remain u 
perfectly quiet and passive spectator of events ; that after 
a year, or a year and a half, of unsuccessful efforts, we 
should acknowledge that we had failed, and should then 
address ourselves to France ; and that France, as friendly 
after our failure as she bad been before our attempt, «ia'^ 
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give bcr good offlcH to arrange mattera, and would pro< 
bably persuade us tben to ogree to lliiugs wblch we de. 
clined to consent lo now. 

"Slmilnr inlimations were aleo made to M. Guii:ot, aa 
to the course u hich the Four powers vould probably pursue, 
if they should be unable to come to an agreemeDl with 
France. Therefore, tbe French Governmcni, having de- 
clined the u/riniafKOT of I he four powers, and having, in 
declining it, again laid down a principle of conduct which 
it knew that the four powers could not adopt, the prin- 
ciple, namely, that no settlement aught to be made between 
the Sultan and hit subject, except upou such conditions as 
the Bulgect might chouse spontaneously to accept, or, in 
other words, to dictate — the French GoTernment must 
have been prepared to see the four powers doiermined to 
act without France ; and the Four powers, in determining 
so to do, could not justly be represented as separating 
themselves from France, or as excluding France from ihe 
settlement of a great European affair. On the contrary, it 
was France who separated herself from the four powers. 
For it was France who had laid down for herself a prin- 
ciple of action which rendered her co-operation with the 
four powers impossible. 

" And here, without wishing to indulge in controversial 
observations on the past, I feel it indispensably necessary 
to remark that this voluntary separation of France from 
the four powers was not merely evinced by the course of 
the negotiations in London, but, unless her Majesty's 
Oovemment has been greatly misinformed, it bad also 
taken place in a still uioTe decided manner by the course 
of the negotiations at Constantinople. 

" The five powers had, by the collective nolo, which was 
presented to the Porte on the 2Tth of July, 1839, by their 
representatives at Constantinople, declared to the Sultan 
that their union was assured ; and they had requested him 
to abstain from any direct negotiation with Mehemet Ali, 
and to make no arrangement with the Pacha without the 
concurrence of the five powers. And yet, her Majesty's 
Government have good reason to believe that, for many 
months past, the French representative at ConstantinopM 
ius, with respect to the matters to which that note < 
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Tcfeired, distinctly separated France from the other four 
powers, and has earnestly and repeatedly pressed the 
Porte lo negotiate directly witli Mehemet All, and to 
make an arrangement witn the PaclJa, not only without 
the concunence o! the other tour powers, but under the 
single mediation of France, and according to the parli- 
cular views of the French Government It is Franco, 
therefore, that has separated herself from the four powers, 
and not the four powers that have sep^iraied themselves 
from France. 

" With respect to the course pursued hy Great Britain, 
the French Government must admit that the views and 
opinions of her Mnjestj'^ Government upon the affairs of 
the Levant have never, from the commencement of these 
negotiations, varied in the slightest d^ree, except in as 
far as her Majesty's Government has offered to modify 
those views and opinions for the purposes of obtaining the 
co-operation of France ; and those views and opinions 
have at all times been frankly and unreservedly explained 
to the French Government, and have been most earnestly 
and constantly pressed upon that Government by argu- 
ments which, to her Majesty's Government, appeared to be 

" Ju the early stages of the negotiation, the declarations 
of principle made by the Government of France, led her 
Majesty a Government to imagine that the two Govern- 
ments could not but agree as to the means of carrying their 
common principles in to execution. If the intentionsand opi- 
nions of the French Government upon the means of execu- 
tion difTered, even in the onset uf the negotiations, from those 
of the British Government, then France has no right to 
represent as an unexpected schism between England and 
France, a difference which the French Government knew 
all along to exist. If the intentions and opinions of thp 
French Government as to the means of execution ha>e 
undergone a change since the negotiations began, then 
France has no right to impute to Great Britain a diver- 
gence of policy, which arises from a change on the part of 
France, and not from a chaiiffe on the part of Great 
Britain. But in any case, when four out of the Ivc 
powen found themselves agreed upon one coune, and 
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when tbe lifib had determined to pursue a enure , 

different, it could not reasonaUly be expected that the Tout 
Bhould, iu deference to the fiflb, g'ive up opiniuns in which 
thej were daily more and more confirmed, >ind which 
related to a matter of vital importance to tlie great and 
permanent intere^ta of Enrope. 

" But as France atill holds to the g'eneral principles 
which she declared at tbe oulaet, and siill affirms that she 
considers the muintenance of the integrity and inde- 
pendence of the Turkish empire under its present dynasty, 
necessary for the preservation of the balance of power 
and for the aecurity of peace ; as France has never denied 
that the arrangement which the four powers intend to 
effect heiween the Sultan and ihe Pacha, would, if it 
could be executed, be the most comjilete and the best; 
and as the objections of France have applied not to the 
end in view, but to the me^ns by whicb that end is to 
be accomplished, her opinion being that the end wai 
i;ood, but tlio means insufficient or dangerous, her Ma- 
jesty's Government trust that the separation of France fram 
tbe other four powers, which her Majesty's Governaieiit 
most deeply r^ret, cannot be of long duration. 

" For when the four shall, in conjunction with tho 
Sultan, have brought about such an anangement between 
the Porte and its subject, as may be compatible with the 
integrity of the Olluman empire, and nith the future 
peace of Europe, there will no longer remain any point of 
difference between France and the allies ; and there can 
then be nothing to prevent France from concurring^ with 
the four powers in such further engagements for the future 
as may appear to be necessary, in order to give due 
stability (o the good etfecls of the interposition of Ihe 
four powers in favour of iho Sullan, to secure ihe Otto- 
man empire from a, recurrence of danger. 

" Her Majesty's Government will look forward with 
eagerness to the moment when France will tliua be at 
liberty again lo take her place in the union of the nve 
powers J and her Majesty's Government hopes that the 
arrival of that moment will be hastened by the full eier- 
tion of the moral influence of France. Although the 
French Goveromeot has, for reaaoni of id own, declined 
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take part in measure a of coorcion against M*- ' 
heniet Ali, gurelj that Govern m en t cannot object to 
employ ita means of persuaEion to induce the Pacha to 
eubmit to the arrangements which are to be proposed to 
him [ and it ia obvious, that ihere are manv topics which 
might be urged, and many prudential conslileratioag which 
mig^ht be pressed upon the Pacha with mors effect by 
France, as a neutral power, Uking ao part in those affairs, 
than by the four powers, who are actively engaged in 
execniing the messures of coercion. 

" But be this as it may, her Majesty's Government feels 
conlident that Europe will acknowledge the integrity of 
purpose which has actuated the four powen on this occa- 
sioD 1 for their object is disinterested and just. They lootc 
to reap no selhsh advantage from the engagements which 
they have contracted ; they seek to establish no exclusivo 
influence, and to make no leirltorial acquisition ; and the 
ends they aim at must be as beneficial to France as to 
themselves, because France, like themselves, is interested 
in the maintenance of the balance of power, and in the 
preservalion of general peace. 

" You will transmit oRiciaUy to M. Thiers a copy of thi* 
despatch. — I am, &c., _| 

{Signed) " Paluebston/'^^I 



REPLY OF M. THIERS to the MEMORANDUM 
OF LORD PALMERSTON, of Auo. 30. 



"Paris, Ocl.S, 18iO, 
i/AuBASSADBDB. — You huve had cngnizaiice 
ofLhe despatch written by Lord Palmerslon to Mr. Bulwcr, 
in order to explain the conduct of the British Government 
in the important negotiation which terminated by the 
treaty of the 15th July. This despatch, the perfectly 
appropriate and moderate tone of «hii:h I ackuo»!edge 
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with pleasure, conUinB. neverthoiem, asscidons anil argu- 
ments whicli tbe Government of the King cannot allow to 
be established. Doubtless, not to aguravate A situation 
alread/ jo menacing, it would be preferable to leate the 

fiast in oblivion, and not to revert to conteatatione too 
requenily renewed; but Lord Palmeiaton would have 
the right of complaining, if no answer was given to his 
communication ; and, moreover, it is important to represent, 
in its real light, the respective conduct of every court 
during this important negotiation. Tlie despatch of Lord 
Palmcrston, communicated to all tbe legations, under the 
form of printed copies, has alreadj becume public. It 
was, therefore, essential to give it a reply, ibe one I 
send you, and of which 1 trust that the British Cabinet 
uill have no reason to complain, will give to the facts 
which have occurred between the different Cabinets the 
real sense which to ua they seem to have. Vou will have 
the goodness to send a copy of this to the secretary of 
state of her Britannic M^'esty. 

"If I have rightly seized the meaning of the expnsi 
presented by Lord Palmerslon, it may be resumed as 
follows :— 

" ' Great Britain, completely diaiolerested in the eastern 
question, has pursued but one end — viz., tbe independence 
and integrity of the Ottoman empire. This la the end she 
proposed to all the courts, the end they all adopted and 
pursued, France as well as the others. In this end it was 
requisite to reduce to smaller proportions the immense 
pretensions of tbe Viceroy of Egyjit ; it was necessary to 
remove, as far as possible from the Taurus, the possessions 
and Ibe armies ot that ambitious vassal. The best thing 
that could be done was to place the Desert lietween the 
Sultan and the Pacha, to reduce Meliemet All to Egypt, 
and lu restore Syria to the Sultan Aiidul Medjid. Tbe 
Desert of Syria would then have served as a barrier 
between the tw*o stales, and would have tranquillized the 
Ottoman empire, and Europe, interested in the safety of 
that empire against the ambition of the Egyptian family, 

"' This is what England has proclaimed at every period 
of the negotiation. France, bf the collective note signed 
at Caiisfanlinople. on tbe 27th of July 1833 ; by a circu. 
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lar aijdreased on the 17)h or the same moDth to all the 
courts, bad seemed to adhere to the cooimon principle, 
in praclaiming, in a manner ai absolute as the other Cabi- 
nets, the independence and integrity of the Ottoman 

" ' Neverthelesa she afterwards departed from this prin- 
ciple by demanding, on behalf of the Viceroy of Egypt, a 
dismemberinent of the empire, incompatible with its exist- 
ence. Desirous of securing the adhesion of France, the 
four poners that signed the treaty repeatedly endeavoured 
to indnce her to enter into their vievs. They even made 
considerable sacrifices for that purpose, for they added to 
Egypt, granted for ever, the Pachalic of Acre, with the 
exception of the fortress of that name, and even after- 
wards consented to join to the preceding the fortress itself. 
But all ihcHc sacrifices remained without effect. France 
persisted in departing from the principle which the five 
Cabinets had judged fit to proclaim in common, 

" 'The other courts haie not been able to follow her ia 
his proceeding. However desirous they may have been 
xure her adhesion, they thought it their duty at last 
iparate from her, and sign an act which should not 
surprise her, as she bad been more than once warned that, 
if no agreement could be obtained, it would become ne- 
cessary to solve between four the question that could not 
be solved between five. 

"' In fact. Lord Palmerston had carefully repeated to 
the ambassador of France that the proposition contained 
even in the treaty of the l^th July was his uitimalunt, 
and thai, if that proposition was refused, he would not 
make another. It became necessary to proceed, and not 
to allow the Ottoman empire to perish through loo long 
hesitations. The other courts cannot he accused of hav- 
ing wished to offend France on this occasion. Four 
Cabinets agreed on a question of the highest importance, 
could not indefinitely sacrifice to a fifth their entirely dis- 

" ' Besides, in acting thus, the four Cabinets recollected 
that France had, in September 1639, by the organ of her 
ambassador in London, proposed a plan of airangeuient 
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fuonded nearly on the same basia as the treaty of ..._ 
15th July; that later, in coQibaling the project preaeoted 
by England, she had acknowledged tbat the difficulty and 
danger of the means of execution apart, it would be 
incontestibly preferable to every other ; thai, in short, on 
every occaeion she had manifested the intention of placing' 
no impediment against tliose means of execution. Tbey 
therefore naturally thought that l£ I'or particular conside- 
rations, she refused to join them in forcible measures 
against MehemH Ali, she would in nowise impede Iheir 
emjits, and would even second them, by einpioying her 
moral iofluence at Alexandria. Tbe fuur Cabinets still 
hope that, when the treatv of the 15ih July shall have 
been executed, France will again join Ibem in order to 
settle in a defini^ve manner the maintenance of (he Otto- 

"Thia is, if I mistake not, the exact and rigorous analysis 
of the erpoie which Lord Palmetaton, and liie four courts 
in general, continue to make of the negotiations to which 
the Turco-Egyptian question has given rise. 

" According lo the expml, 

" France has been inconsistent ; 

" She was desirous of, and is no longer desirous of, the 
integrity and independence of the Ottoman empire ; 

" The four courts have made repeated sacrifices lo her 

" They hare finished by presenting her an uliinutltmi, 
founded on a former proposition from her own ambas- 

■' They did not proceed until after that uUimatum had 
been refused ; 

' They have reason to be surprised at the manner in 
which France received the treaty of the 15th of July, for 
according to her own declarations it was natural to expect 
that she would give to this Ireaty more than a passive 
adhesion, and at least her moral influence. 

"The exact account of facta will give a complete answer 
to this manner of presenting- the negotiations. 

" When the Porte, ill-advised, renewed its hostiliticR 
" and its 

a death 
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of the Sultan Malimoud, what was the fear of England 
a[id of France, then perfecll; united ? Their fear was 
to see Ibraliim, victorious, crosa the Taurus, threaten 
CoDaIantinO|)1p, and briug- the RuMiana, on the inrtanC, 
into the capital of the Ottoman empire. Thin uneasinesn 
was entertained bj every enlightened mind in Europe. 

" What were the prnposilions of Lord Pulmerstou on 
(his subject ? A first lima in his own name, a second 
time in the name of his Cabinet, he proposed to France 
Co join two Seels — one Eugfiish, the other French — to 
direct them towards the coasts of Syria! to address a 
Buramons lo the two belligerent partie*, in order to com- 
pel them to suspend hostilities ) to support the summons 
by naral means ; then to assemble the two Beets at the 
entrance of the Dardanelles, and to force that celebrated 
passage by main force, it' the struggle between the Facha 
and the Sultan had brought the Russians to Constau- 

" What England — and with her all political men giiled 
with any foresight — then meant by the integrity and 
independence of the Ultoman empire, was, to preserve it 
from the exclusive protection of tlie lEussian armies, and 
to prevent the Viceroy from marching on Constantinople, 
in order to exclude the cause for thai proteciii)n. 

" France entered ^ullv into this thought. She employed 
her influence with Mehemet All and his son to slop the 
progress of the liclurioua Egyptian army ; she succeeded 
Iberein : and lo provide against the more serious danger of 
seeino- the Russian armies in Constantinople, she pro- 
(loted, before forcing (he Dardanelles, a previous measure 
— vii , that of requosting the Porte to allow the entrance 
of the two fleels, in case a corps of Russian troojMi should 
cross the Bosphoius. 

" England acceded to these propositions, and the two 
Cabinets were perfectly agreed. The words ' hidepen- 
dence and integrity of the Ottoman empire,' did not then 
mean (and alteniiun csnnut be loo much diiccled lo this) 
(bat Mehemet Ali should be deprived of such and such 
parts of (he countries he occupied, but tha( he shotdd be 
prevented from marching on the capilal of (he empire, and 
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from attracting, by the presence of Egyptian soldiers, tll8" 

prssence of Russian loldierB. 

" The Secretarj of Slate of her Britannic Majesty, con- 
versing on lliis subject witli M. de Bourtjueiiey on tbe 
afitli May and 2(lth June, ackuowledged that there existed 
in France and in En§:land, an opinion favourable to the 
Eg'fptian family ; that in France the oninion was far more 
general ; that, conBeqaenlly, the Frencn Government must 
be much more favourable than the Eugliah Government to 
Mehemet Ali ; that this was doubtless a difficiilty, but that 
it was of secondary consideration ; that the main oonsi- 
deration should predominate over all others, and that waa 
the necessity of saving the Ottoman empire from an axclu- 
sive protection, and a mortal one Tor it, if England and 
France did not act in conceit. France partook of these 
ideas. Their policy had consequently a doulile object — 
that of stopping the Viceroy when, from a powerful but 
submissive vassal, he changed his part to thai of an unsub- 
miisive vassal, menacing the throne of hie master, and to 
lubstitute for the eiclusive protection of one power, that 
of the five pre nan derating powers in Europe. 

" It is in this view that it signed in common the note of 
the 37th July — a note tending to place the protection of 
the five powers between tbe conquered Sultan aad the 
liclorioua Pacha ; it is with this view it addressed on the 
1 7th of July a circular to all tbe courts, to call Forth a 
common profession of respect for the integrity of the 
Ottoman empire ; it is in this view she was herself the 
first to propose to associate Austria, Priissia. and Russia, 
to all the resolutions relative to the Turkish and Egyptian 
question. 

" Lord Palmerston will remember, without doubt, that he 
was less disposed than France to invite this general agree- 
ment of the five powers ; and the French Cabinet cannot 
but with great regret call to mind, in comparing the past 
with the present moment, that it was on France chiefly 
that the English Cabinet believed it could count for 
assuriog the safety of tbe Turkish empire. 

" No one then thought that the integrity of the Ottoman 
empire consisted in the limit which eeparated in Syria the 
;iosseBsioca of the Sultan and the Viceroy, All the world 
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a^eed in placing- it on a Iworold fiict — to prevent Ibrahim 
Irom meDaciiig- tbe cipiial ; and preventing; the Russians 
Frum auccoiiring- it. Frunce jiartouk wiih (he ntiier Cabi- 
nets tliis opiiiiuri, and slic has remained Taithful to it since. 

"Ausiiia and Prussia adhered to the views o! France and 
England. The court of Russia refused to lake part in the 
conrerences which were to be held at Vienna, with the 
end of generalising the European pruteetorate of the 
Sultan. She did not partake of ihe aniietj of the western 
powers to meddle in the adairs of the East. ' The Em. 
peror/ said M.Neaselrode, in a despatch written (he 6th 
August, 1839, to M. Medem, and communicated officially 
to the French Government — ' the Emperor does in no 
way despair of the safety of the Porte, provided that tile 
powers of Europe know how lo respect its repose, aud 
that by a. Toolish agitation the; do not finish by enfeebling 
that which tiiey suek lo strenglhen.' The court orKuesia 
then ihoug'ht it very inconvenient to interpose between 
the Sultan and the Pacha; believing that it was sufficient 
to preveui the Viceroy ihrealeniiig Constantinople ; and 
it appeared to regard a direct arrangement as the least 
advisable resource in that situation. Besides, said M. de 
Nesselrode, to the ambassador of France, in the com- 
meDcement of August, 1839—- A little more, or a little 
less of Syria given or taken from the Pacha, affects uu but 
jittle; our only condition is, that the Porte shall be free 
in the consent which it may give' 

" At this period, then, the foor courts, who have since 
signed tbe treaty of the 15th of July— the four courts were 
not united in opinion, as it is sought to make believe, to- 
day, in presence of France, the oidy dissentient, and pre- 
venting all accord bj her perpetual refusals. 

" The danger was pustpnnea when Ibrahim suspended his 
iiictorious march — two belligerent parlies were in presence 
— the Pacha all-powerful, the Sultan conquered, and 
without resources, but both motioiileis — thanks to the 
intervention of Fraoce. The British Cabinet proposed to 
force the Turkish Heet from the hands of Mehemet Ali, 
France refused, fearing to provoke new hostilities. Then 
commenced the unhappy difference which has separated 
France from England, and which must forever be regretted 
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if peace and tlie civilUalion of the 






The bad dUnnsliiona of the British Cubiiiet against tbft 
Viceroy of Egypt broke forth wiih grealer vivacity — 
France tried to soothe Lhem. The British Cabinet, on tho 
representation of France, perceiving llie danger of brnte 
force, gave up the idea ot recovering the Turkish fleet by 
violent means. This proposition was not followed up. 

" It became necessary still further to explain, for the 
purpose of knowing in what manner the territorial queBtion 
between the Sultan and the Viceroy eoiild be settled. 
The difference between the views of France and of 
England broke forth more strongly. Lord Palmerston 
declared that In his eyes the Viceroy ought to receive 
Egypt hereditarily, but that for the price of his heirship, 
he should abandon iinmediately the holy cities, ibe isle 
of Candia, the district of Adana, and all Syria. He then 
consented to modify a lilile these views, and to join lo the 
hereditary possession of Epypt the possession (also here- 
ditary) of the Pachalic of Acre, with the exception of the 
fortress of Acre itself. 

" France did not admit these propoiiliona. She judged 
that the Viceroy, conqueror of the Sultan at Nezib, with- 
out having been the aggressor, having itUl farther con- 
sented to stop when he could have fallen upon the empire 
and oterlhrawD the sceptre of the Sultan, merited more 
consideration. She thought that with the powers who 
engaged the Pacha in 18S3 to accept the conditions of 
Kutaiah, there would be very little equity in imposing 
upon him more rigorous conditions, when he had done 
nothing to lose the beneiit of that transaction. She believed 
that after taking from liim the holy cities, the island of 
Candia, (he district of Adana, an offensive position, and 
which, restored to the Porte, gave to the latter a full 
security, the hereditary possession of Egypt and of Syria 
should be preserved to the Viceroy, The victory of Nezib, 
gained without aggression on his part, might alone have 
securedfur him the heirship of his possessionsfrom the Nile 
to the Taurus ; but in considering the victory of Nezib as 
nought {non atieiiue), in making Mchemet Ali purchase 
I the heirship at the price of a part of his actual possessions, 

~ I was at least strict justice in not taking from him 
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e than Candia, Adana, and the lioly cities. Besidei, 
France asked hvvi Mehemct All was to be reduced F 
Without doubt all the European Cabinets were strong 
against him when he sought to menace Constantinople 
in this case the fleets in the Sea of Marmora sufficed ti 
■top bim ; but to deprive him of Syria, where were thi 
means ? — Means little efficacious, such as a blockade no 
very legiiiuiate — such as provocations to insurrection — and 
most dangerous and most contmry to the end proposed— 
tfaat of a Russian army. France proposed, then, in ISSS. 
to give to the Viceroy the heirship of Egypt and the heir, 
ship or Syria. 

" Never, in any period of the negotiation, did France 
propose anything else, except in these latter times, when 
she advised the Viceroy to be content with Ibe fife posses- 
sion of Syria. I have examined the despatches anterior 
to my administration, and I cannot see anywhere that 
General Sebastiani bad been authorised to propose the 
limits contained in the treaty of the 15th July, or that he 
had spontaneously taken upon himself to propose them. 
1 have demanded from him himself what were his recol- 
lections in this respect, and be has assured me that he made 
no proposition of that nature. France then proposed, in 
183)), the giving to the Viceroy the heirship oF Egypt and 
the heirship of Syria. She was unfortunately at complete 
variance nith England. 

" This variance, for ever lo be regretted, was speedily 
known lo all Europe. Suddenly, and as if by enchant- 
ment, it made cease the diflcrences which had separated 
the four courts, and brought between them a sudden 
accord. Austria, whicli at first had given a full adhesion 
to our propositions, which on the point of notifying this 
adhesion lo London, had, as she said to us, only suspended 
this notilicatioD lo give us time to put ourselies in accord 
with England. — Austria commenced saying that between 
France and England, she would pronounce in favour of 
either of those two courts who agreed to give the greatest 
extent of territorr to the Sultan ; h is true that till then 
she still protested against the idea of having 
coercive means, of which she was the first to proclaii 
danger. Prussia adopted the sentiments of Austria. E 
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sent to London M. Bninoff, in September, 1839, 
his prupnaiilons — Russia, which lately refused, as mon 
irregular, the idea of European intervenlion beiween the 
Sultan and llie Viceroy, and sought for no result but in a 
direct arrange ment. Russia adhered now to all the terri' 
torial arrang-ements which it pleased England to adopt, and 
demanded, in the case of the renewal of hosdiidee, that 
she should be allowed, in the name of the five courts, to 
cover Conatantinople with an army, while the English 
and French fleets blockaded Syria. 

" These propositions realized exactly the combinatioo 
which England had till then regarded as the most danger- 
ous for the Ottoman empire — the protection ot a Russian 
army ; a combination to be dreaded, not by the possibilitj 
that a Russian army would be allowed to remain defini- 
tirely at Constantinople, but solely because Russia, thus 
adding to the fact of 1833 a second fact, exaclly similar, 
would make in its favour the authority of precedents. 

" These propositions were not accepted. M. Brunow 
quitted London, and returned in January, 1640, with 
new propositions. They differfrom the first, inasmuch as 
they accorded to France and Ena-land the faculty to intro- 
duce three vessels of war in a limited part of the Sea of 
Marmora, while the Russian troops occupied Constantino- 

Sle. This negotiBlion was goin^ on for several monthit, 
om the month of February to July 1840. In this inter- 
val a new ministry and a new ambassador vrere charged 
with the aflairs of France. The French cabinet had always 
repeated that it did not think it just to cut off Syria from 
the number of the Egyptian possessions : that if it were 
possible, if the Viceroy consented to it, France would not 
be for the Viceroy more ambitious than he was himself; 
but that if it were necessary to take Syria from him by 
force, the French Government did not sec, to succeed 
therein, but inefficient or dangerous means ; and that in 
snch a case it would isolate itself from the other courts, 
and hold a conduct altogether distinct. 

" While the French Cabinet held this language in London 
with frankness and perseverance, the French ambassador 
at Constantinople did not seek to negotiate an arrange- 
ment direct between the Sultan and Viceroy ; he lUd not 
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pve — as it seems Lord PalDierstan believes, vrithoat 
daring to affirm it, he did nut give the first exnmple of 
separation. Never did our representative at Conslanti- 
DOple hold the line of conduct imputed to him ; never did 
the instructions of the Government of the King prescribe 
Buch a course. Without doubt France never ceased to 
labour foi an accommodation between the Sultan and the 
Vicerojr, and to dispose one and the other to reasonable 
concessions, and thus to fucilitate the delicate taet of 
which Europe had determined the accomplishment; but 
we have constantly recommended, as well the Count 
de Pontois as M. Cochelet, to avoid with the greatest care 
all that which could be considered as an attempt to set 
aside the other powers : and they have been scrupulously 
faithful to this recommendaliou. 

" England had to choose between Russia, offering her 
the abandonment of the Viceroy, on condition of adopting 
the proposition of M. Brunow, that is to say. the eiecution 
agreed to by Europe at the treaty of Unkiar Skelessi ; — 
and between France, demanding only an equitable and 
moderate negotiation between the Sultan and Mehe- 
met Ali; a negotiation which prevented new hoslilitiet, 
and, as the consequence of these hostilities, the most dan- 
gerous case fur the integrity of the Ottoman empire, the 
protection, direct and material, of one powerful state. 

" Before mailing its definitive choice between Russia and 
France, the Cabinet of London did not make us the 
reiterated offers spoken of, to bring us to its views. Those 
offers are limited to one single proposition. 

" In 1S39 they gave the Viceroy the hereditary posaes- 
sion of Egypt, and of the Paclialic of Acre, less the cita- 
del. In 1840, Lord Palmeraton proposes to tis to give 
(he Pachalic of Acre, with the ciladet, but without the 
lieirship. Assuredly this is to take from the iirst offer 
more than is added to it, and it cannot be said that it was 
either a new proposition, or one more advantageous. 

" But this proposition, so little worthy the title of a new 
proposition, for it contained no new adrantage, had in no 
respect the character of an ullimalam : it was not pre- 
sented to us as such. We were so far from considering 
it tinder that aspect, that, oit a hint of M. de fiulow and 
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M. de NieumBnn, we conceived ihe hope of obteiaing 
the Viceroy the life-posBrsBion of all Syria, joined lo me 
hereditary posaeBpiuQ of Egypt. 

"Oniheaffitmatlon of M, Bulow and M.Nienmann, that 
this ptopnsitioT), if it were made, should be ihe last conces- 
sion of Lord Palmeraton, me sent M. Eugene Perier lo 
Alexandria, to dispose the Viceroy to consent to ihia 
arrangement, which seempd to us lo be the beat passible. 
It was not, HB says Lord Palmerston, lo make the n^o- 
tiation depend on the will of a Patha of Egypt, but to 
dispose of opposing' inclination.^, and being ihem to an 
amicable arrangement, which would prevent the cruel 
spectacle given to-day to Europe. 

" France had some right to think that bo long a negotia- 
tion would not terminate without a final explanation ; that 
the great and useful alliance which for ten years bound 
her to England would not be dissolved without a last 
eHbrt at conciliation, 

" The iosinuationa which had been given, and which 
tended to make believe that possibly the life possession of 
Syria would be granted to the Viceroy, encouraged this 
hope. Suddenly, on the 17th July, Lord Palmerston 
calls 10 the Foreign Office the ambassador of France, and 
informed him that a treaty had been signed the night 
before ; and told him so. without even giving him any 
knowledge of the lest of the treaty. The French Cabinet 
had reason to be surprised. It was not ignorant, no 
doubt, that the three continental courts had adhered to 
the viows of England, and that, consequently, an arrange- 
ment of the four courts uithnut France was possible ; but 
it could not believe that this arrangement could take place 
without her being previously advised, and that the French 
alliance would be thus promptly sacriiiced. 

"The offer which the Viceroy made in June to the Sultan 
to restore the Turkish fleet, and which it was feared would 
give rise to a direct arrangement secretly proposed by m, 
and the possibility which at this moment ofTered to excite 
Syria to insurrection, appeared to be the motives which 
induced the English Cabinet, after a long apathy, to take 
a sudden resolution. If Ihe British Cabinet had wished to 
have had with us a last and frank explanation, the French 
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Cabinet could have ihown it that the offer to send back 
the fleet was not a combLLiation made by Fmnce to bring; 
about a direct arrBiigemeiit, because ehe did not know of 
the offer until after it was made; possibl; siie could have 
ehowii that the inaurrection ot Sjiria naa a means little 

" Such are the facts, the truth of which France aOirma 
with the sincerity and loyalty belonging to a great nation. 

" It results evidently — 

" 1, That the independence and integrity have been 
understood from the commencement of the negotiation 
as France onderalandi them to-day, not as a territorial 
limit, more or leas immaterial between the Sullan and the 
Viceroy, but aa a guarantee of the five coutls against an 
offensive movement of Mebemet Ali, and against the 
exduaive protection of one only of the five powers. 

"2. That France, far from modifying her opinions in 
preaence of four courts alwaya agreed in views, iotentions, 
and language, has constantly, on the cuntrary, understood 
the Turco-Egy|Wian question in one single manner, while 
■he has seen the four courts, first in dissent, unite in the 
idea of sacrificing the Viceroy; and England, satisfied by 
that sacrifice, go round to the three others and form ft 
union, it is true, at present very persevering in its viewi, 
very andden, very alarming in its resolutions. 

" 3. That repeated sacrifices have not been made to 
France to induce her to join the project of the fouT 
i they confined themselves lo offer,' 
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Acre, not hereditary, with (he fortress. 

"4. That she has not been warned, as is said, that the 
four courts would proceed, if she did not adhere to their 
views ; that, quite on the contrary, she had some reasons 
lo expect fresh proposilions when, on the news of the 
departure of Sami Bey for Constantinople and of the 
insurrection of Syria, without her receiving any notice, the 
treaty of the l>Mh July, of which she had no cognisance 
till alter It had been signed, and no communication till 
two months after, was suddenly signed. 

" 5. In fine, that there is no right to reckon on her pu- | 
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slve adherence Co ihe eieculiun of this treatj, since if she 
hai especially insiBted on ilie difficulty of ihe means of 
execution, ihe nevertheleu never protested for llie end, 
any more than for the means, an indifference which allowed 
the inference to be drawn that she would in no cose 
intervene in what mig-ht take place in the Hast ; that far 
from it, she conslamlj declared that she would isolate 
herself from the other four powers, if certain resolutions 
were adopted t that no one of her ag'ents has been autho- 
rised to say a word frooi which it might be inferred that 
this isolation would be inactive, and that she always 
meuni, as she still means, to reserve (o herself full liberty 
in this respect. 

"Tiie French Cabinet would not revert to such contes- 
tations, if llie note of Lord Palmerston did not make it 
imperative for it so to do. But it is ready to place them 
in complete oblivion, lo sift things to the bottom, and lo 
draw the attention of the Secretary of State of her 
Britannic Majesty to the really Eeiious side o( the 
question. 

"The eiistence of (he Turkish einpire is in peril ; Eng- 
land is bigbly attentive to the subject, and she is right ; 
bU the powers who are friends to peace should be aCtca- 
tive to it also ; but what means are to be employed to 
strengthen this empire ? When the Sultans of Consian- 
tinopTe, no longer posseasing the power of governing the 
vast provinces which belonged to them, have seen Mol- 
davia, Wallachie, and, more recently, Greece, glide insen- 
sibly from their hands "bat measures were adopted? 
Did a European decision, supported by Russian troops 
and English fleets, endeavour to restore to the Sultana the 
subjects which were escaping their control P Certainly 
not. What was impossible was not attempted. The pos- 
session and direct administratiuo of the provinces falling 
away from (he empire were not reitored to them. An 
almost nominal sovereignty was left ihen over Wallachi* 
and Moldavia — they were conapleiely deprived a( Greece. 
Is this the spirit of injustice ? Certainly not But the 
empire of facts, stronger than the teeolutions of Cabinets, 
prevented the Porte from having restored lo it either the 
direct sovereigaty of Moldavia and Wallachia, or the 
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n indirect, of Greece ; and the Porte 
hud no peace until after the sucrilice had been franlclj 
effected. What view directed the Cubinetg in these eacii- 
fices ? It was to render independent, to preserve from 
the ambition of all the neighbouring states, the portions of 
the Turkish empire which were ftdlbe' off from it. Unabla 
to reform a great whole, they wished the detached por- 
tions to be states independent of the empire adjoining. 

"A similar fact has Just occurred relative to Egypt and 
Syria. Has Egypt ever been really under the domination 
of the Sultans '< No one thinks it i and no one would, at 
the present day, believe that it could be governed directly 
from Constantinople. This judgment is apparent, since 
the four courts grant hereditary Egypt to Mehemet 
All, with the reserve of the Sultan's supremacy. In this 
they understand the integrity of the Ottoman empire in 
the same manner as France ; they confine themselves to 
niehing to preserve him all that he can Iteep under bia 
authority. They wish lo preserve a feudal lie as much 
as possible between the empire and its detached parts. 
They wish, in a word, all that France wishes. The four 
courts, in granting to the fortunate vassal who has 
managed to govern Egypt the hereditary possession 
of that province, grant liim, moreover the Pachalic o( 
Syria ; but they refuse granting him the other three 
pachalics of Syria— the pachalics of Damascus, Aleppo. 
and Tripoli. They call this saving the integrity of the 
Ottoman empire ! Thus the integrity of the Ottuman em- 

Eire is saved, even when Egypt and the Fachalic of Acre 
ave been detached from it ; but it is destroyed, if Tripoli, 
Damascus, and Aleppo, are detached from it I We assert, 
frankly, that such a thesis cannot gravely be supported in 
the face of Europe. 

" Evidently there cannot be, to give or take away these 
pachalics from Mehemet Ali, but reasons of eijuity and 
policy. The Viceroy of Egypt has founded an empire 
with genius and constancy. He has learned to govern 
Egypt, and even Syria, which the Sultans conld never 
govern. The Mussulmaiu, long since humiliated in their 
noble pride, behold in him a glorious prince who restorea 
to them the sentimeat of their force. Why weaken thi* 
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useful vassal, who, once separuted b.v a well-selected fron- 
tier from the etatee oF his master, will becomo for him the 
most precious of all auxillariei ? He aided the Sultan in 
his Btrufi^le against Greece, whj then should he not help 
him ill his struggle against neighbours of a different faith? 
His own interest answers for him in fault of his fidelitj. 
When Canstantiiiiiple shall be menaced, Alexandria will 
be in danger. Mehemet Ali knows this very well ) he 
shows ever; day that he is well aware of it. 

" It is necessary to pre>ierve the integrity of the Ottoman 
empire from Cunstaniinople to Alexaudria — it is necessary 
at the same time to save (he Sultan and the Pacha of 
Egypt, the latter submitted to the farmer by a feudal tie. 
The Taurus is the line of separation indicated between 
them. But it is thought (o take from the Pacha of ^ypt 
the keys of the Taurus. Be it so. Let ihem be restored 
to the Porte, and for that let the district of Ada n a be taken 
from Mehemet Ali. They also wish lo take from liim the 
key of the Archipelago. Let them refuse him Caudia — he 
consents lo it. France, who did in fact promise her moral 
inducDce to the treaty of the 15th July, but who gives it 
all to peace, has advised Mehemet Ali to make those 
aacrilices, and he has made them. But in truth to take 
from him two or three pachalics, and not to give ihem lo 
the Sultan, but to anarchy — to ensure the singular triumph 
of iutegrity, already deprived of Greece, of Egypt, of the 
pachalic of Acre ; to call upon this integrity the only 
serious danger which menaces it, which England found so 
dangerous last yekir. and to prevent which it proposed to 
force the Dardanelles.— is an extraordinary means to pro- 
vide for its great interests. 

" Let us admit, however, for the moment, that the views 
of the British Cabinet are better understood than those of 
the French Cabinet, is not the alliance of France worth 
more for the intrgrity of the Olloman empire, and for the 
peace of the world, than this or that boundary of Syria ? 

"We should not be so much alarmed for the integrity of 
the Ottoman empire, were no dread entertained for great 
changes in ihe territory of the world ; if war were not 
dreaded, which alone renders (hose great changes possible. 
Notr, what is the most efficacious combination to prevent 
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? la U not the alliance of France and England 1 ^^^ 
From Cadiz to the banks of ihe Oder and of the Danube. 
ask the people. Aak them what they think in this rttspiect, 
and they will answer that it U this alliance, which for ten 
years has saved the peace and the independence, without ^^^ 
injuring' the liberty uf nations. ^^H 

" It will be iiaid' that thU alliance is not broken, and that ^^H 
it will re-appear aher the completion of the treaty of tbe ^^^H 
13lh of July. When four powers have pursued, without ^^H 
us, and in spite of u9, an end in iteelf bud — which we at 
least believe and have declared to be so — when they have 
pursued it by ao alliance, too, similar to those coulilions 
which, for fifty years, have deluged Europe with blood — 
can it be believed that France will be found without mis- 
trust, without resen^ient at this offence 7 This would be 
to form of her national pride an idea which she has never 
given to the world. 

" Tliey have then sacrificed, gratuitously, for asecondary 
result, an alliance which has maintained the independence 
and integrity of the Ottoman empire, ranch more surely 
than the treaty of the 15th of July can do. It may be said 
that France might make the same reflection, and that she 
could, if Ihe question of the limits in Syria appeared to 
hersecDndary, yield to the viewsof England, and purchase, 
by that sacrifice, the m^ntenance of the alliance. 

" To this B very simple answer can be given. France, 
once agreed in the end with her allies, would have made, ^^^H 
not any of those sacrifices which no nation owes to another, ^^^H 
but merely the sacrifice of her manner of considering ce^ ^^^^ 
tain questions of boundary. She has proved tliis by iha ^^^H 
concessions she has demanded from and obtained from the ^^^ 
Viceroy, But she has been allowed no choice. She was 
informed of a new alliance, when that alliance was already 
concluded. From thdt moment she was obliged to take up 
an isolated position. She has done so, but did not do it 
till then. Since, constantly faithful to her pacific policy, 
she has advised the Viceroy of Egypt to act with the most 
pacific moderation. Although armed and free in her 
action, she will do her utmost endeavour to avoid grief 
and cata>>tropliea to the world. Except sacrifices which 
would affect her honour, she will make all those she can 
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^^^ to maintain peace, and if she holds this Unpuage to W^^ 
British Cdbiiiet, she does so less as a matter of com plain I, 
tfaan to prove the lojalty of her policy, not onlv (o Great 
Britain, but lo the world, the o[jinian of which, no state 
at present, howcTfir powerful it may be, can despise. The 
Secretary of State of her Britannic Mejeaty has been de- 
urous to prove the justice of his conduct ; the Secretair 
of State of his Majesty the Kin^ of the French, r ' 



the East. ' 

"Receive, Monsieur I'AmbaBsadeur, the assurance of my 
bigfh consideration. 

^"The Presideat of the Council, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, iSiffned) " A. Thiers." 

" pAHrg, OH. 8. 
" P.S. — While writing this despatch, defilorable events 
have come to-day to add lo the gravity of the situation. 
To the conciliatory advances of the Pacha of ^ypt they 
have answered by the most violent hostilities. 

" The Porte, yielding to evil counsels, has pronounced 
his deposition. It is not sought alone to restrain the 
power of Mehemet AU ; they seet to make it disappear 
nam the face of the political world. 

" If such were the serious intentions of the powers united 
in the treaty of the l^lh July — if we are to see in what 
has just happened, anything; beyond the entrainemeTU, 
almost involuntary, of a false situation, of which the con- 
sequences could not be foreseen, we might despair of the 
le-estahlishment of harmony between the great powers. 
" A. T." 
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